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Transit 
proposals 
for  Geary 
bus  line 
moving 
forward 

by  George  McConnell 


Green  Thumbs 


i 


| tei#.*: 


It-:'? 


■ "  -•  >  • 


tk 
& 


.-*#**& w 


7r 

v>  ! 

**■ '  t:i  $  * 


■fr 


V_jf 


•t 

- 1- 

kfjnw. 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

Members  of  The  Ecology  Center  of  San  Francisco  (ECOSF)  are  Sam  Hartman  (left  to  right),  Davin 
Wentworth-Thrasher  and  Tori  Jacobs.  The  group  conducts  garden  planting  parties  to  educate  the  public 
about  energy  and  ecology. 


by  Alastair  Bland 

The  Ecology  Center  of  San  Francisco 
(ECOSF)  currently  has  no  address  or  per¬ 
manent  home  base,  yet  the  six-month-old 
organization’s  presence  in  San  Francisco  is 
vibrant  and  growing. 

Co-founders  Davin  Wentworth- 
Thrasher,  Tori  Jacobs  and  Sam  Hartman 
have  made  it  their  goal  to  educate  San 
Franciscans  on  living  sustainably  through 
energy  efficiency  and  renewability,  garden¬ 
ing,  and  how  to  support  local  farms  and 
businesses. 

“We’ve  modeled  ourselves  after  the 
Ecology  Center  in  Berkeley,”  says 


Wentworth-Thrasher,  26,  a  Sunset  District 
resident  who  sells  and  installs  solar  panels 
to  support  his  greater  ambitions. 

“They  have  everything  we  want  to  es¬ 
tablish,  like  a  book  store  and  a  place  to  buy 
products.  San  Francisco  is  a  big  enough 
metropolis  that  it  should  have  a  presence 
like  theirs,”  he  said. 

ECOSF  has  gained  a  following  of  San 
Francisco  supporters  by  providing  free  en¬ 
ergy  efficiency  evaluations  for  residents 
who  wish  to  optimize  their  gas  and  electric¬ 
ity  use  and  by  regularly  hosting  garden- 
planting  parties  at  homes  and  businesses. 

“We  educate  people,  not  through  classes 
or  workshops  —  but  through  garden  planting 


parties,”  Wentworth-Thrasher  says.  “We’U 
meet  up  before,  do  a  site  assessment,  and 
with  the  input  of  the  owner  decide  what  to 
do  with  the  space  and  what  to  plant.” 

On  Oct.  14,  ECOSF  conducted  a  garden 
party  at  Jefferson  Elementary  School. 
Kindergarten  teachers  Gail  Rabat  and  Sally 
Bland  had  been  working  for  more  than  a 
year  to  turn  the  schoolyard  into  a  living 
garden  space.  They,  along  with  many  vol¬ 
unteers,  had  already  removed  most  of  the 
invasive  plant  species,  but  they  did  not 
know  how  to  proceed  with  the  replanting. 

“The  biggest  question  was,  “How  are  we 

Continued  on  page  8 


Astronomy  lectures  still  plotting  along 

Wonders  of  the  universe  featured,  attendance  drops  after  9-1-1 


by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

Now  in  its  18th  year,  the 
Benjamin  Dean  Astronomy 
Lecture  Series,  put  on  by  the 
Morrison  Planetarium  at  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences, 
seeks  to  inform  and  astonish  par¬ 
ticipants  about  the  wonders  of 
the  universe. 

‘The  universe  is  astounding,” 
said  Benjamin  Dean  Lecture 
Series  coordinator  Katie  J. 
Berryhill,  who  said  the  goal  of 
the  lecture  series  is  astronomy 
education. 

“Bringing  the  science  down  to 


Earth,  we  try  to  get  good  speak¬ 
ers  from  people  making  the  dis¬ 
coveries,”  Berryhill  said.  “We  try 
to  encourage  people  to  seek  out 
astronomy  and  hopefully  get  ex¬ 
cited  about  the  universe.  It  is  our 
home.” 

Over  the  years,  speakers  have 
included  a  few  astronauts  and  a 
Nobel  Prize  winner. 

While  the  new  Academy  of 
Sciences  is  being  rebuilt  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  slated  to  be 
open  in  late  2008,  the  Benjamin 
Dean  lectures  are  being  given, 
usually  on  the  second  Monday  of 
the  month,  at  the  Jewish 


Community  Center,  located  at 
3200  California  Street  at  Presidio 
Avenue.  The  lectures  start  at  7:30 
p.m. 

Attendance  figures  have 
dropped  since  the  terrorist  at¬ 
tacks  on  Sept.  11,  2001.  Before 
the  attacks,  about  190  to  200 
people  attended  the  lectures. 

Berryhill  said  about  90  to  100 
people  currently  attend  the  lec¬ 
tures  at  the  community  center. 
Before  the  lecture  series  left 
Golden  Gate  Park  in  December 
2003,  there  was  an  average  of 
130. 

“The  numbers  dropped  and 


never  came  back,”  said  Berryhill. 
“Hopefully  there  will  be  more 
people  when  we  open  up  again 
(in  the  park).” 

The  first  Benjamin  Dean  lec¬ 
ture  was  held  September  1989, 
due  to  funding  from  a  $25,000 
endowment  by  Benjamin  Dean 
for  the  purpose  of  astronomy  ed¬ 
ucation. 

“That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  ticket  prices  are  so  low.  We 
use  the  interest  from  the  endow¬ 
ment,”  explained  Berryhill. 

Ticket  prices  were  originally 
$2,  but  now  they  are  $4  because 
the  Academy  pays  to  temporarily 
use  the  new  Jewish  Community 
Center  venue. 

“It  is  a  home  away  from 
home,”  Berryhill  said  of  the  lec¬ 
ture  series’  current  site.  “But  we 
are  looking  forward  to  being 
back  in  the  Morrison.” 

More  than  30,000  people  have 
attended  the  Benjamin  Dean 
Lecture  Series  over  its  18  years. 

The  lecture  series,  working  in 
tandem  with  the  Academy,  has  a 

Continued  on  page  10 


Is  the  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT)  program  currently  under 
consideration  for  Geary 
Boulevard  just  a  code  name  for 
urban  renewal  that  will  end  up 
destroying  neighborhoods  as 
some  have  suggested? 

A  poll  taken  by  the  San 
Francisco  County  Transportation 
Authority  (SFCTA)  shows  over¬ 
whelming  support  citywide  for 
the  program,  but  many 
Richmond  District  residents  and 
merchants  remain  skeptical  about 
how  it  might  affect  their  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  businesses.  Hard 
questions  are  being  asked. 

The  BRT  system,  which  cre¬ 
ates  exclusive  transit  lanes  for  lo¬ 
cal  buses,  was  pioneered  in  Latin 
America  and  has  been  imple¬ 
mented  successfully  in  many 
cities,  both  here  and  abroad.  Bus 
Rapid  Transit  uses  dedicated 
roadways  for  transit  vehicles  and 
technology  to  speed  travel  times. 
For  example,  global  positioning 
systems  can  be  used  to  prevent 
bus  “bunching”  and  transit  vehi¬ 
cles  can  control  intersections  as 
they  approach  to  keep  traffic 
lights  green. 

Locally,  San  Jose  and 
Oakland,  recently  installed  BRT 
on  two  of  their  most  heavily  used 
routes  and  found  that  travel  time 
was  reduced  by  up  to  20  percent. 

“It’s  been  a  real  glowing  suc¬ 
cess,”  said  an  AC  Transit 
spokesman. 

Implementation  of  BRT,  in¬ 
cluded  in  Proposition  K,  which 
was  passed  by  city  voters  in 
2003,  is  currently  in  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  planning  process,  and  a  final 
decision  whether  or  not  to  build 
has  not  been  made.  The  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors  will  decide 
this  spring  whether  or  not  to 
move  forward  with  an  environ¬ 
mental  review  for  the  project. 


Presidio  Trust  wins  international  award 


The  Presidio  Trust  has  been  selected  as  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  Urban  Land  Institute’s  Global 
Award  for  Excellence,  the  Americas  Division, 
which  is  widely  recognized  as  the  land  use  indus¬ 
try’s  most  prestigious  recognition  program. 

The  Trust  received  the  award  for  the  Presidio 
Trust  Management  Plan  (PTMP),  which  was 
completed  in  May  2002  and  set  the  framework 
for  the  Presidio’s  financial  and  preservation 
goals. 


The  jury  of  well-known  land  use  development 
and  design  experts  who  presented  the  award  ac¬ 
knowledged  PTMP  for  its  leadership,  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  community,  public  and  private  part¬ 
nership,  environmental  protection  and  enhance¬ 
ment,  response  to  societal  needs,  and  financial 
success. 

An  act  of  Congress  charges  the  Presidio  Trust 
with  making  sure  the  national  park  is  financially 
self  sufficient. 


Continued  on  page  10 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  GREATER  GEARY  BOULEVARD  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION  | 

ACCOUNTING 

VANCE  ECONOMIC  SERVICES,  5844  GEARY  387-7417 
ANTIQUES: 

GASLIGHT  &  SHADOWS,  2335  CLEMENT  387-0633 

AUTO  DEALERS: 

ELLIS  BROOKS  CHEVROLET,  1395  VAN  NESS  776-2400 
SAN  FRANCISCO  TOYOTA,  GEARY  /  2ND  750-8300 

AUTO  REPAIRS: 

BIG  O  TIRE  &  SERVICE  CENTER,  3040  GEARY  751-2577 
GEARY  AUTOMOTIVE  SERVICE,  5343  GEARY  386-1000 
FOREIGN  CAR  REPAIR,  6027  GEARY  752-8305 

BAKERIES: 

HOUSE  OF  BAGELS,  5030  GEARY  752-6000 
MOSCOW  TEA 
BANKS/SAVINGS  &  LOANS: 

AFFINITY  BANK,  2501  CLEMENT  668-8288 
BANK  OF  AMERICA,  5500  GEARY,  662-4054 
CALIFORNIA  BANK  &  TRUST,  5255  GEARY  668-5511 
JPM  MORGAN  CHASE,  550  BATTERY  315-5992 
CITIBANK,  4455  GEARY  752-4605 
CITIBANK,  6100  GEARY  387-5113 
FIRST  REPUBLIC,  5628  GEARY  751-3888 
S.F.  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION,  4375  GEARY  775-5377 
STERLING  BANK,  379-6990 
UNITED  COMMERCIAL,  5501  GEARY  933-6128 
WELL'S  FARGO  BANK,  3624  GEARY  396-4188 
WELL'S  FARGO  BANK,  5455  GEARY  396-3645 
BEAUTY  SUPPLIES/SALON: 

SKIN  CARE  by  SHLOMIT,  5748  GEARY  387-1477 
THE  BEAUTY  NETWORk  5748  GEARY  387-1477 
BILLIARDS: 

FAMILY  BILLIARDS,  2807  GEARY  387-3830 
CARPETS/RUGS: 

ABBEY  CARPET,  3301  GEARY  752-6620 
ALADDIN  RUGS,  2001  CLEMENT  ST.  933-6190 

DATA  PROCESSING: 

SUPERIOR  BUSINESS  SRVCS.,  3516  GEARY  752-7618 

DELI/BAKERY: 

ANGELINA'S  DELI  CAFE,  6000  CLEMENT  221-7801 
GASTRONOME  DELI /BAKERY,  5801  GEARY  387-4211 
DELIVERY  SERVICES: 

UPS  STORE,  5758  GEARY  750-3738 
ENTERTAINMENT 
TAL-Y-TAROT,  6439  GEARY 
ELECTRONICS 

RADIO  SHACK,  5644  GEARY  387-2373 

FINANCIAL  SERVICES 

TRITON  FOUNDING  GROUP,  221  MAIN  651-1119 

FLORISTS 

HOUSE  OF  FLOWERS,  6040  GEARY  752-2480 
ORCHID  FLOWER  DESIGN,  5522  GEARY  752-5522 

FOOD 

ANNA'S  FINE  SAUCES  665-6119 
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS: 

McAVOY  &  O'HARA,  4545  GEARY  668-0077 

ashley  &  McMullen,  4200  geary  751-8403 

HEALTH  AND  FITNESS 

CURVES,  2300  CLEMENT  387-9000 

HOTEL: 

SEAL  ROCK  INN,  545  PT.  LOBOS  752-8000 
INSURANCE: 

BIS  INSURANCE,  6254  GEARY  668-1121 

PHILLIPS  LIFE/HEALTH  INSURANCE,  311  9TH  831-4605 

STATE  FARM  (ERNIE  LOUIE),  2209  CLEMENT  752-6119 
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A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT: 

Why  fight  the  crowds  and 
traffic  when  you  can 
support  your  neighborhood 
merchants? 

Please  shop  on  Geary  Blvd. 
during  this  holiday  season! 


David  Heller  -  President 


Don't  let  MUNI 
ruin  our  street. 

Please  Post 


^ .  greater 

Geary 

boulevard  * 
merchants 

8c  property  owners 

association 


STATE  FARM  (PHIL  BERTETTA),  3524  GEARY  752-3442 
STATE  FARM  (MICHAEL  WOO),  5108  GEARY  386-6777 
STATE  FARM  (RICH  MACHADO),  1489  WEBSTER  292-3380 

JEWELERS: 

K  &  G  JEWELERS,  5520  GEARY  751-2712 
TIGGES  JEWELRY,  5848  GEARY  221-0804 
TORGSYN,  5542  GEARY  752-5546 

MEDICAL  SERVICES 

CALIFORNIA  PACIFIC  M.C.,  4141  GEARY,  833-2492 
KAISER  PERMANENTE,  4141  GEARY  833-2492 

MOVIE  THEATER 

4  STAR  THEATER,  2200  CLEMENT  666-3706 

NEWSPAPER: 

RICHMOND  REVIEW,  3932  GEARY  831-0463 

OPTOMETRISTS: 


-I- 
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RICHMOND  VISION  CARE,  5515  GEARY  387-355^1 
PAINT/WALLPAPER: 

CREATIVE  PAINT,  5435  GEARY  666-3380 
POLICE  SERVICES 

RICHMOND  STATION,  461  SIXTH  AVE„  666-8000 

PHARMACIES 

TORGSYN  PHARMACY,  5614  GEARY  752-3799 

PRINTING: 

PRO  IMAGE  PRINTING,  3216  GEARY  751-5050 
PRINTING  USA,  3421  GEARY  751-5050 

PRODUCE: 

RICHMOND  PRODUCE  MARKET,  5527  GEARY  387-2512 
REALTORS: 

COURNALE  &  CO.,  4630  GEARY  752-3600 
GAETANI  REALTY,  4444  GEARY  668-1202 
GORDON  CLIFFORD  REALTY,  1572  UNION  474-0700 
EPP  PROPERTIES,  4745  GEARY  668-5565. 

CENTURY  21, 5812  GEARY  863-7502 
RIMMA  REALTY  TEAM,  6928  GEARY  876-7653 
TRIBECCA  PROPERTIES,  601  VAN  NESS  752-6956 
RECREATION/FITNESS: 

YMCA  -  RICHMOND,  360  18TH  AVE.  666-9622 
REFUSE  COLLECTION: 

SUNSET  SCAVENGER,  TUNNEL /BEATTY  330-1300 
RESTAURANTS/CAFES: 

AZIZA  RESTAURANT,  5800  GEARY  752-2222 
THE  BEACH  CHALET,  1000  GREAT  HWY.  386-8439 
GASPARE'S  PIZZA,  5546  GEARY  387-5025 
JACK  IN  THE  BOX,  4649  GEARY  752-4916 
KITARO  JAPANESE  REST.,  5850  GEARY  386-2777 
NIZARIO'S  PIZZA,  3840  GEARY  752-7777 
PIG  &  WHISTLE,  2801  GEARY  885-4779  v*,. 

"Q",  225  CLEMENT  752-2298 
TIA  MARGARITA,  CLEMENT  ST./19TH  AVE.  752-9274 
TOMMY'S  MEXICAN,  5929  GEARY,  387-4747 
VIDEO  CAFE,  GEARY  BLVD./21ST  AVE.  387-3999 
SCHOOLS: 

LAFAYETTE  PTA,  4545  ANZA  750-8483 

SENIOR  SERVICES: 

INSTITUTE  ON  AGING,  3330  GEARY,  750-4180 

SERVICE  STATIONS: 

RICHMOND  CHEVRON,  3675  GEARY  387-9961 
SHELL  CAR  WASH,  3035  GEARY  752-4171 
SIGNS  AND  BANNERS: 

TYPE  &  GRAPHICS,  3216  GEARY  751-3666 
TOWING  SERVICE: 

INTERSTATE  TOWING,  6029  GEARY  221-1117 
UTILITIES: 

PG&E  1-800-743-5000 


P.O.  Box  210747  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94121-0747  •  (415)  387-1477 
•  Fax  (41 5)  387-2291  •  david@gearyblvd.org 
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Keber 

In  a  real  estate  market  as 
profitable,  excting  and 
challenging  as  this  San 
Francisco  market,  Julie 
Reber's  well  balanced 
approach  is  vital  to  your 
success.  Her  knowledge, 
enthusiasm,  energy  and 
experience  can  help  you 
not  only  balnce  your 
portfolio,  but  also  help 
you  balance  your  life!  As 
your  Richmond  neighbor, 
she  understands  you  best. 

z 

ZEPHYR 

Cell  415-609-3677 

juliereber@zephyrsf.com 


Academy  blooming 


The  new  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park  is  currently  under  con¬ 
struction  and  will  be  re-opening  in  2008.  The  $429  million  project  will  feature 
a  living  rain  forest  and  new  Morrison  Planetarium  and  Steinhart  Aquarium. 


LEGO  robotic  challenge  coming 


San  Francisco’s  LEGO 
League  Robotic  Challenge 
Qualifying  Tournament  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  take  place  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  17,  courtesy  of  the  Randall 
Museum  and  FIRST,  For 
Inspiration  and  Recognition  of 
Science  and  Technology. 

The  LEGO  League  is  an  inter¬ 
national  program  for  9-  to  14- 
year-old  youths  that  encourages 
them  to  think  creatively,  work  to¬ 
gether,  and  use  technology  to 
solve  unusual  and  stimulating 
problems. 

In  September,  teams  of  stu¬ 
dents  performed  scientific  re¬ 
search  and  then  designed,  built, 
and  programmed  robots  to  solve 
real  world  challenges.  The  teams, 
comprised  of  more  than  80,000 


middle  school  students  in  35 
countries,  are  now  ready  to  have 
their  robots  compete  at  this  high- 
energy  sports-like  tournament. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  17,  begin- 


An  e-waste  collection  drive 
was  conducted  near  Saint  Igna¬ 
tius  High  School  in  November. 

A  large  24-foot  truck  collect¬ 
ed  used  fax  machines,  old  com¬ 
puters,  monitors,  televisions,  ra¬ 
dios,  CD  players,  telephones, 
printers  and  hard  drives,  along 
with  other  electronic  appliances 
at  no  cost  to  the  general  public. 

The  drive  was  organized  in  re- 


ning  with  an  opening  ceremony 
at  9:45  a.m.,  the  competition 
from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  and  an 
awards  ceremony  following. 
Admission  is  free. 

For  more  information,  call 
554-9600. 


action  to  a  new  state  law  that 
bans  e-waste  from  landfills  as  of 
February  of  this  year.  The  drive 
was  organized  and  sponsored  by 
HMR  USA. 

San  Francisco  residents  can 
drop  off  their  e-waste  for  free  at 
HMR,  located  at  435  23rd  St., 
Monday  through  Friday,  from  8 
a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (415)  647-6071. 


Westside  e-waste  pickup 


LPH 


SHIPPING  &  BUSINESS  SERV  ICES 


SANAT  BEGUM 

MASSAGE  THRERAPIST 

•  SWEDISH  MASSAGE 

•  DEEP  TISSUE  MASSAGE 

•  FAGIAL  MASSAGE 

•  REFLEXOLOGY 


3133  BALBOA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94121 
(415)  987-1033 


3701  Sacramento  Street  (at  Spruce  St.)  4338  California  Street  (at  6th  Ave.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118  San  Francisco,  C A  94118 

Phone:(415)221-9817  or  Phone:(415)  221-9847 

Store  Holiday  Hours:  Store  Holiday  Hours: 

Mon-Fri:  9-6,  Sat:  10-6,  Sun:  11-4  Mon-Fri:  10-5,  Sat:  10-4,  Sun:  Closed 


MAKING  YOUR  HOLIDAY  SHIPPING  MUCH  EASIER! 

One  Stop  Pack  &  Ship  Store 

Specializing  in  Packing  Holiday  Gifts  and  Large,  Heavy,  or  Fragile  Items 
for  Sending  Using  a  Wide  Choice  of  Carriers 
UPS  -  FedEx  -  DHL  -  US  Postal  -  Others 


Holiday  Special  Discount 

Receive  10%  off  your  shipping  when  we  package  it 

( Hxcludes  US  Postal  shipments.  Must  present  or  mention  ad  to  receive  discount.  Offer  good  until  1 2  '3 1 ) 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 
WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE. 


For  your  Atno,  Home,  Life  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  Farm  Agents: 


Ernie  Louie 
2209  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
415-752-6119 


CA  lie.  #0700879 

N 


SIAM  f AIM 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


INSURANC  f 

v___ 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 
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SAUNA  *  DAY  SPA 


Open  Daily  •  Gift  Certificates  Available 
Same  Day  Appointments  Available  •  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


800  200-2559  *1214  20th  Avenue  •  SF  •  41 5  753-2559 


Dedicated 


Estate  Ltd* 


I  am  a  prominent 
real  estate  figure  in  the  community. 
I  have  a  lot  of  dedication  and  experience 
helping  people  with  their  real  estate  needs. 
This  kind  of  experience  and  dedication 
sets  the  standards  for  excellence  in  the  industry. 

Call  me  if  you  arc  buying  or  selling. 

Chances  are,  I  can  help. 


An  g$uaf  Howair*^  Djspcmjri^  Ena*** 
t  Vtetf  HGuMt  ti  Ush&d  Tli*  i* 

Ns*  IlMM*  A*  ■ 


415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 


Bruce  McKleroy 

Ritchie  liallanan  Real 


c-vm  MM  *»*«!■<%  i/5  w 


mckkroyfi®l  800filbert.com 


St  Thomas  Apostle  Church 


A  Catholic  Community 
Weekend  Masses: 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  8:30,11am(Traditional  choir) 

5pm(Contemporary  choir 
Family  Mass  each  2nd  Sunday  at  11 
Monday  -  Saturday:  8:30am 

Sacrament  of  Penance: 

Saturdays,  3pm  to  3:30pm 

Public  School  of  Religion: 

Grade  1-8,  Sunday,  9:40am  -  10:50am 
(This  timeframe  allows  students  and  families 
to  worship  before  or  after  class.) 

Advent 

Sun.,Dec.17th,  9:30  am:  Penance/Reconciliation  Liturgy,  including 
Private  Confession.  Visiting  Priests  available. 

Christmas  Eve 

Dec.  24,  4pm  Family  Mass.  Children  encouraged  to  bring  an 
ornament  to  decorate  Christmas  tree. 

Christmas  Day  Dec.25,  Masses 

Midnight  (12am),  8:30,  11:00  am  (no  evening  mass) 


Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

Happy  holidays  to  all! 


I  hope  everyone  had  a  won¬ 
derful  Thanksgiving  holiday  and 
that  preparation  and  anticipation 
of  the  upcoming  Christmas 
and/or  Hanukkah  holiday  isn’t 
too  frantic. 

Last  month,  I  provided  per¬ 
sonal  safety  tips  that  all  of  us 
could  practice  during  the  holiday 
season.  As  anticipated,  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  see  steady  reporting  of 
purse  snatching  and  crimes  of 
opportunity.  As  a  reminder,  you 
must  be  aware  of  your  surround¬ 
ings,  especially  from  behind.  The 
police  reports  indicate  that  many 
of  the  victims  are  approached 
from  behind  and  the  purse  is 
grabbed. 

I  suggest  holding  your  purse 
and/or  handbag  in  front  of  you 
with  your  hand(s).  Removing  the 
strap  of  the  purse  or  handbag 
from  the  neck  and  shoulder  area 
deters  an  opportunist  from  easily 


grabbing  the  handbag  and  run¬ 
ning. 

Another  important  safety  re¬ 
minder  is  “please  don’t  drink  and 
drive.”  The  holidays  increase  our 
opportunities  to  attend  parties 
and  celebrate  with  a  cocktail  or 
two.  Driving  under  the  influence 
of  alcohol  or  other  chemical  sub¬ 
stances  is  extremely  dangerous  to 
oneself,  your  passengers  and  the 
general  public.  Please  exercise 
good  common  sense  and  arrange 
for  a  designated  driver  or  utilize 
public  or  private  transportation 
alternatives. 

Law  enforcement  agencies 
will  aggressively  enforce  DUI 
offenses,  which  comes  with  ex¬ 
pensive  and  negative  conse¬ 
quences  regarding  your  license, 
insurance  and  driving  status. 
Please  make  smart  choices  and 
help  make  the  roadways  safe  this 
holiday  season. 


For  some,  the  holiday  season 
isn’t  a  time  for  celebration  be¬ 
cause  it  can  be  stressful  and 
cause  depression.  A  recent  death, 
a  broken  relationship,  the  loss  of 
a  job  or  the  anticipation  of  family 
interaction  or  experiences  can 
cause  depression.  If  you  or  some¬ 
one  you  know  becomes  over¬ 
whelmed  and  experiences  stress 
or  depression,  please  remember 
there  are  services  that  can  help 
you  through  difficult  times.  The 
24-hour  crisis  hotline  is  (415) 
781-0500. 

It’s  not  a  weakness  to  reach 
out  for  help  -  it  shows  courage! 

The  next  Community /Police 
Forum  will  be  our  holiday 
potluck  celebration  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  19,  at  7  p.m.,  in  the 
Richmond  Station’s  Community 
Room.  Please  join  the  celebration 
and  bring  a  potluck  dish  to  share. 
We  will  also  discuss  what  guest 
speakers  you  would  like  us  to  ar¬ 
range  in  2007.  We  need  your 
ideas! 

On  behalf  of  the  members  of 
Richmond  Station,  we  wish  all  of 
you  a  happy  holiday  and  a  won¬ 
derful  2007! 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  District  Police 
Station. 


. 
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Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 

New  program  launched 


I  have  always  said  that  San 
Francisco  is  a  city  of  vibrant  and 
unique  neighborhoods.  It  is  the 
character  of  these  neighborhoods 
and  its  residents  that  make  our 
city  one  of  the  most  interesting 
places  to  live  and  work.  With  this 
in  mind,  it  is  critical  that  we  re¬ 
spect  our  neighborhoods,  keep 
them  clean,  and  care  for  them  as 
the  gems  they  are. 

In  keeping  with  my  on-going 
pledge  to  keep  San  Francisco 
clean  and  green,  I  have  provided 
an  additional  $1.7  million  in  this 
year’s  budget  for  a  citywide 
cleaning  initiative  that  will  focus 
on  public  education  and  in¬ 
creased  and  coordinated  mainte¬ 
nance  between  business  districts 
and  the  community  and  neigh¬ 
borhoods  they  serve. 

My  goal  is  to  demonstrate 
how  San  Francisco’s  business 
districts  can  be  welcoming  and 
vibrant  assets  to  your  community 
when  everyone  does  their  part.  I 
have  also  always  said  that  it  is 
the  collective  behavior  of  all  of 
us  -  pedestrians,  motorists, 
building  managers,  merchants, 
private  residents  and  city  em¬ 
ployees  -  that  impact  the  livabili¬ 
ty  of  our  streets  and  sidewalks. 


The  responsibility  to  make  San 
Francisco  green,  clean  and  beau¬ 
tiful  lies  with  all  of  us. 

This  is  where  the  Community 
Corridor  Partnership  comes  in.  I 
am  extremely  excited  to  intro¬ 
duce  this  innovative  street  clean¬ 
ing  program  to  you. 

The  new  initiative  is  a  coordi¬ 
nated  public  and  private  effort  to 
raise  the  quality  of  life  in  San 
Francisco  by  raising  standards  in 
key  merchant  corridors.  Led  by 
the  SF  Department  of  Public 
Works  (DPW),  the  program  cov¬ 
ers  100  blocks  on  19  key  corri¬ 
dors.  More  than  a  dozen  city 
agencies  and  private  companies 
began  the  program  by  walking 
every  inch  of  those  100  blocks, 
identifying  all  of  the  problems 
and  addressing  how  to  fix  them. 
Anything  from  a  faded  parking 
strip  to  a  graffitied  trash  can  are 
being  fixed. 

In  addition,  20  “neighborhood 
ambassadors”  have  been  hired  by 
DPW  to  sweep  gutters  and  side¬ 
walks,  identity  all  conditions  on 
the  street,  and  either  report  or  re¬ 
solve  them.  These  new  workers 
don’t  just  sweep  sidewalks,  they 
own  their  blocks.  Neighborhood 
ambassadors  are  assigned  to  the 


corridors  during  afternoons  and 
early  evenings,  Thursday  through 
Monday,  when  the  city  is  most 
active. 

A  key  component  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  a  community  building 
process  to  educate  property  own¬ 
ers  and  merchants  about  the 
many  responsibilities  they  have 
in  protecting  and  enhancing  the 
livability  of  their  street.  By  law, 
merchants  and  ground-floor  ten¬ 
ants  are  responsible  for  keeping 
the  sidewalk  in  good  repair  and 
grime  and  litter-free.  This  is  why 
public  education  is  key.  An  out¬ 
reach  worker  is  visiting  all  mer¬ 
chants  on  the  block  to  educate 
them  about  their  responsibility  to 
keep  their  sidewalk  clean  and 
their  building  graffiti-free  at  all 
times. 

My  office  of  Economic  and 
Workforce  Development  and 
DPW  are  helping  merchants  and 
owners  organize  to  make  these 
improvements  last.  Community 
Benefit  Districts,  a  privately 
funded  improvement  program 
that  can  include  beautification 
projects,  clean  and  safe  programs 
and  graffiti  removal,  are  being 
encouraged. 

It  is  my  hope  that  by  educat¬ 
ing  people  and  facilitating  part¬ 
nerships  along  these  corridors, 
that  a  permanent  new  level  of 
cleanliness  and  livability  to  the 
street  will  be  achieved. 

For  more  information  about 
the  program,  go  to  the  Web  site 
at  www.sfgov.org  (Public  Works 
Department  page). 

Gavin  Newsom  is  the  mayor 
of  San  Francisco. 


HARDWARE  ^ 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 


Open 

Mon-Sat  9-6, 
Sundays  11-5 


KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 
SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
BATHROOM  ACCESSORIES 
HOUSEWARES 


FRONT  DOOR  MATS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET 
SUPPLIES 


hardware  y 
kj unlimited  Ji 


UHLSPRR 

PRINTS 


For  information  call  (415)  387-5545 
3835  Balboa  Street  at  40th  ave'nue 
In  the  outer  Richmond  District  (parking  available) 


(415)  931-9133 
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26  Sacramento  St.  at  Presidio 

tDiDiD.hardujareunlimitedsf.com 


Father  Daniel  J.  Maguire,  Pastor 
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Robbery,  Home  Invasion: 
Nov.  3,  12:45  a.m.,  4300  Block 
of  California  Street 

Four  suspects,  16  to  18  years 
of  age,  gained  entry  in  an  un¬ 
known  manner  into  a  residence. 

The  victim  was  asleep  and 
was  awoke  by  a  knock  on  her 
bedroom  door.  The  victim 
opened  it,  believing  it  was  one  of 
her  brothers,  but  discovered  four 
masked  men  at  the  door.  One  of 
the  suspects  told  her  not  to 
scream  and  covered  her  mouth 
and  face  so  she  couldn’t  be 
heard.  The  victim’s  hands  were 
tied. 

The  suspects  continued  to  go 
to  each  bedroom  and  order  addi¬ 
tional  victims  out.  They  were  all 
tied  up  as  the  suspects  ransacked 
the  house. 

The  suspects,  who  fled 
through  the  front  door,  escaped 
with  currency,  televisions  and  a 
computer. 

Battery,  Former  Spouse  or 
Dating  Relationship:  Nov.  18, 
8:35  p.m.,  700  Block  of  Presidio 
Avenue 

A  30-year-old  woman  went  to 
the  home  of  her  33-year-old  ex- 
boyfriend  in  the  hopes  of  recon¬ 
ciling  their  relationship. 

The  suspect’s  roommate  over¬ 
heard  her  telling  him,  “I’m  preg¬ 
nant,”  and  the  two  started  argu¬ 
ing.  As  they  were  talking,  the 
suspect  held  the  woman’s  arms  to 
prevent  her  from  leaving.  The 
suspect  pushed  the  victim  ap¬ 
proximately  10  times  as  he 
begged  her  to  stay. 

According  to  the  victim,  the 
suspect  pushed  her  head  down 
with  his  hands  in  an  attempt  to 
quiet  her.  The  victim  started 
screaming. 

The  suspect’s  roommate  heard 
the  screams  and  responded, 
telling  the  suspect  to  stop  it  or  he 
would  call  the  police. 


Police  Blotter 


contusion  and  laceration  on  his 
head. 

Officers  located  the  suspect 
nearby  and  a  positive  identifica¬ 
tion  was  made  through  witnesses. 


The  victim  got  away  and  went 
to  her  car.  The  suspect  allegedly 
followed  her  to  her  car  and 
placed  his  dog  inside  the  vehicle. 
He  tried  to  sit  alongside  the  vic¬ 
tim  in  the  driver’s  seat,  but  the 
victim  cried  and  called  the  police 
from  her  cell  phone.  The  suspect 
then  left  the  car  and  went  back  to 
his  residence. 

Police  arrived  and  placed  the 
suspect  under  arrest.  The  victim 
told  police  she  was  not  interested 
in  pressing  charges  against  him. 
There  were  no  signs  of  harm  or 
injury  to  either  party. 

At  the  police  station,  officers 
noticed  that  the  suspect  appeared 
intoxicated,  smelling  strongly  of 
alcohol  and  walked  with  an  un¬ 
steady  gait. 

Terrorist  Threats,  Restrain¬ 
ing  Order  Violation:  Nov.  17, 
3:13  p.m.,  Lake  Street  and 
Second  Avenue 

A  30-year-old  man  was 
parked  in  his  van  when  he  saw 
the  suspect  drive  by  his  driver- 
side  window. 

The  50-year-old  suspect, 
whom  the  victim  had  a  restrain¬ 
ing  order  against,  stopped  and 
said,  “I  am  still  going  to  kill  you 
and  your  son”  before  driving  off. 

The  victim  read  the  plates  of 
the  suspect’s  Toyota  pickup  truck 
and,  fearing  for  his  life  and  that 
of  his  son,  called  police  and  told 
them  he  was  following  the  sus¬ 
pect.  The  police  told  him  not  to 
follow. 

According  to  the  victim,  the 
suspect  is  a  dog-walker  who 
walks  his  dogs  in  the  areas  of 
Mountain  Lake  and  Julius  Khan 
parks.  The  victim  said  a  year  ago 


the  suspect’s  dogs  attacked  his 
dogs.  When  the  victim  told  the 
suspect  to  control  his  dogs,  the 
suspect  said,  “F —  you.  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  kill  you  guys.” 

The  incident  prompted  the 
victim  to  get  a  restraining  order 
against  the  suspect.  The  victim 
also  said  the  suspect  had  bran¬ 
dished  a  firearm  in  the  past. 

Officers  arrived  at  the  sus¬ 
pect’s  residence  and  searched  the 
building  and  the  suspect’s  car 
with  negative  results.  The  sus¬ 
pect  was  shown  to  the  victim  in  a 
cold  show  where  he  was  posi¬ 
tively  identified.  He  was  then 
placed  under  arrest  and  transport¬ 
ed  to  the  Richmond  Station. 

Animal  Cruelty:  Nov.  9, 1:30 
a.m..  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor 

The  night  security  guard  at  the 
Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor 
observed  a  silver  Toyota  Corolla 
trying  to  run  over  raccoons  on  a 
security  camera  that  observed  the 
museum’s  parking  lot. 

The  guard  observed  the  car, 
driven  by  an  18-year-old  suspect, 
attempting  to  herd  a  group  of 
raccoons  off  a  sidewalk  and  into 
an  open  area  in  the  parking  lot. 
One  of  the  suspects  in  the  car 
placed  some  food  in  front  of  the 
car  to  lure  the  raccoons  out  into 
the  open  but  none  took  the  bait. 

When  the  suspects  saw  one 
raccoon  walking  by  itself  near 
the  fountain  they  accelerated 
their  car  and  ran  it  over.  The  sus¬ 
pects  backed  up  in  an  attempt  to 
finish  the  creature  off,  but  it 
limped  to  the  sidewalk. 

Police  arrived  at  the  scene  and 
detained  the  driver  of  the  car 


while  releasing  the  other  three 
occupants. 

Purse  Snatching:  Nov.  6, 
7:10  p.m.,  Fifth  Avenue  and 
Anza  Street 

The  victim  was  walking  on 
the  sidewalk  when  she  was  ap¬ 
proached  from  behind  by  the  sus¬ 
pect,  who  grabbed  the  woman’s 
purse  off  her  right  arm. 

The  victim  struggled  with  the 
suspect  but  eventually  let  go  of 
the  bag  for  fear  that  she  would  be 
injured.  The  suspect  ran  into  a 
waiting  car  and  fled  the  scene. 

Aggravated  Assault:  Nov. 
26,  11:30  p.m.,  5600  Block  of 
Geary  Boulevard 

Officers  responded  to  a  report 
of  an  aggravated  assault  near  a 
bar. 

When  they  arrived  on  the 
scene,  they  found  an  intoxicated 
victim  holding  his  head  with  a 
towel. 

The  victim  and  a  suspect  had 
a  verbal  altercation  and  the  sus¬ 
pect  picked  up  a  barstool  and 
struck  the  victim  in  the  head  two 
to  three  times,  causing  a  large 


Attempted  Burglary:  Nov.  4, 
9:20  p.m.,  400  Block  of 
Funston  Avenue 

A  woman  was  at  home  when 
she  heard  a  noise  coming  from 
her  hallway.  While  investigating, 
the  victim  saw  a  mop  handle 
sticking  through  her  mail  slot, 
trying  to  reach  a  foyer  where  her 
purse  was. 

The  victim  yelled  at  the  sus¬ 
pect,  who  fled  the  scene  leaving 
the  mop  handle  stuck  inside  of 
the  mail  slot.  The  victim,  a  man 
in  his  40s,  was  last  seen  fleeing 
into  Golden  Gate  Park. 

Aggravated  Assault, 
Burglary:  Nov.  9,  2  p.m.,  800 
Block  of  La  Playa 

A  woman  was  shopping  at  a 
grocery  store  when  the  female 
suspect  grabbed  her  purse  and 
started  to  walk  out  of  the  store. 
The  victim  ran  up  to  the  suspect 
and  grabbed  back  her  purse.  The 
two  engaged  in  a  wrestling  match 
before  the  suspect  punched  the 
victim  in  the  face  and  fled. 

Police  arrived  and  searched 
the  area  for  the  suspect,  to  no 
avail. 


^GEU/V^ 

caf£&  deli 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

^Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M-Th  until  16p.m. 
*Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St.  @  22nd  Ave., Tel.  221  -7801 


36TH  ANNUAL 


KPFA  CRAFTS  &.MUSIC  FAIR 

Saturday  &  Sunday,  December  9  &  1 0 
10am  to  6pm 

Concourse  Exhibition  Center 
8th  &  Brannan  Streets,  San  Francisco 

■  220  Juried  Artists  &  Craftspeople 
■  Live  Music 
■  Delicious  Food 

$9  Entry,  $6  Seniors  or  Disabled,  Under  1 7  Free 
Free  Shuttles  from 

Civic  Center  BART  @  8th  &  Market  Muni  Bus  Stop 
and  Caltrain  Station  @  4th  &  King  Streets 

www.KPFA.org/craftsfair  510-848-6767  x  61 1 

Benefits  Listener-Sponsored  KPFA  Radio  94.1  fm 


■  BART 

D 

0 

Morin  Open  Studios 

The  Casbah 
of  Clement. 


In  the  neighborhood  west  of  Arguello,  a  riot 
of  sights  and  sounds  make  the  Richmond 
one  of  the  most  colorful  areas  in  the  City. 

From  red-hot  Kung  Pao  to  Green  Apple 
Books,  the  Richmond's  got  a  little  of 
everything.  And  surroundings  that  are  no 
less  spectacular  than  Golden  Gate  Park, 
the  Presidio,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their  aspira¬ 
tions  for  nearly  50  years.  And  we've  helped 
them  sell  their  homes  too,  when  they've  been 
ready  to  move  on  to  new  dreams. 

If  you'd  like  more  information  about  the 
Richmond,  or  about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City,  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at  www.hill-co.com. 


At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people  find  Color  us  helpful. 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2107  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management  /  Rental  Office 

T:  (4 1 5)  292- 1  111  F:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 775 


24th  Street  Office 

3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (415)  824-1100 
F:  (415)  321-4250 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 
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City  Hall 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

Discounted  Muni  passes 


A  Muni  rider  was  recently 
ticketed  for  using  a  youth  fast 
pass  when  he,  technically,  should 
have  used  an  adult  fast  pass.  The 
difference  in  price  between  the 
two  passes  is  $35.  The  difference 
in  age  was  12  days.  Although 
this  rider  was  still  in  high  school, 
his  change  in  age  to  1 8  warranted 
an  adult  fast  pass.  The  maximum 
age  for  the  youth  fast  pass  is  17. 
This  rider’s  socioeconomic  status 
certainly  didn’t  change  once  he 
turned  18. 

In  fact,  the  typical  profile  of  a 
young  adult  (ages  18-24)  shows 
that  he  or  she  is  most  likely  a  low 


wage  worker  with  no  benefits 
and  no  longer  is  his  parents’  de¬ 
pendent.  Therefore,  the  young 
adult  is  no  longer  eligible  for  any 
benefits  under  his  parents,  and  is 
no  longer  eligible  for  local  social 
services  or  arts  programs  for 
youth.  A  young  adult  may  be 
saddled  with  school  loans  even 
before  entering  an  entry-level  po¬ 
sition  in  the  workforce.  For 
some,  transportation  costs  can 
exceed  35  percent  of  their  in¬ 
come. 

These  inequities,  along  with 
the  need  to  increase  Muni’s  rider- 
ship,  have  led  me  to  pursue  the 


development  of  a  discounted 
Muni  pass  for  riders  aged  1 8  to 
24.  Young  adults  are  16.5  percent 
of  the  Muni  ridership  and  most 
economically-disadvantaged  18 
to  24  year  olds  are  dependent  on 
public  transportation  to  conduct 
and  fulfill  their  responsibilities. 

What  is  the  importance  of 
making  public  transit  accessible 
to  young  adults? 

Increased  access  and  mobility 
are  key  issues  for  the  emerging 
needs  and  lifestyles  of  our  young 
adults.  As  their  job  opportunities 
and  housing  options  become 
more  widespread  and  personal 
responsibilities  more  extensive, 
young  adults  need  increased  sup¬ 
port. 

Besides  the  socio-economic 
issues,  the  need  to  change  atti¬ 
tudes  and  behaviors  regarding 
public  transit  use  is  important. 
Young  adults  may  become  life¬ 
long  public  transit  riders. 

A  recent  study  conducted  by 
the  National  Center  for  Transit 
Research  found  that  “travel 
habits  developed  at  a  young  age 


Who's  on  Santa's 
good  list? 


"The  Richmond 
Review,  for  serving 
our  neighborhood  for 
the  past  18  years." 

Thank  you  -  your  friends 
at  Angelina's  Deli  Cafe 


A  Bit  of  Peru  on  Clement  Street  at  19th  Ave. 


Peruvian  Cuisine 

“Come  for  the  ceviche  sampler  ...  Stay  for  the  warm 
Arroz  con  Leche  dessert.  You  will  rush  back.” 
1801  Clement  St.  (at  19th  Ave. 

Take  Out  Available  —  422-0502 

Dinner  5-10  p.m.  (closed  Monday)  •  Brunch  weekends  11-3 
Free  parking  on  18th  Ave.,  between  Geary/Clement 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


mJJJ. 


Weight  Loss  Made  Easy 

Whether  you  are  purchasing  property  for  a  home  or  an 
investment,  our  small  apartment  loans  can  help  lighten  the 
weight  of  your  financial  burden  and  make  your  home  buying 
experience  easier  than  ever. 

Visit  your  local  Bank  of  the  Orient  branch  to  find  out  more. 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  by  35  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415.338.0843 


San  Francisco 
1 023  Stockton  Street 
415.338.0879 


San  Francisco 
317  Sixth  Avenue 
415.338.0809 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 


Millbrae 

500  Broadway  Avenue 
650.259.3388 


City  of  Industry 
18605  E.  Gale  Avenue 
626.912.8030 


Honolulu 
765  Bishop  Street 
808.543.3700 


Honolulu 

2851  E.  Manoa  Road 

808.973.4500  FDIC  @ 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 


could  influence  subsequent  be¬ 
havior,  and  that  those  who  were 
not  regular  transit  users  as  young 
people  were  less  likely  to  be 
transit  users  in  adult  life.” 

What  is  the  importance  of 
having  life-long  public  transit 
users?  Public  transit  users  impact 
the  City’s  quality  of  life. 
Collectively,  young  adults  as  a 
group  have  an  opportunity  to  af¬ 
fect  their  environment  and  pro¬ 
tect  their  health. 

Increasing  public  transit  rider- 
ship  is  another  way  to  reduce 
greenhouse  gases,  reduce  run-off 
from  paved  surfaces  that  degrade 
our  oceans  and  water  supply,  and 
lower  annual  emissions  of  the 
pollutants  that  create  smog. 

According  to  the  American 
Public  Transportation 
Association,  public  transporta¬ 
tion  reduces  carbon  dioxide 
emissions  by  more  than  7.7  mil¬ 
lion  tons  a  year. 

An  increase  in  ridership  also 
means  an  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  life  in  terms  of  reduc¬ 
ing  traffic  congestion  and  reduc¬ 
ing  parking  spillover  problems  in 
high-density  areas.  This  means 
less  travel  time  for  both  Muni 
and  car  drivers. 

Life-long  transit  users  also 
mean  increased  revenues  for 
Muni  from  stable  sources.  Once 
young  adults  “age-out”  of  the 
discount.  Muni  can  expect  to 
have  more  riders  in  the  long  term 
and  a  consistent  increase  in  rev¬ 
enues.  A  discounted  program  can 
reduce  a  transit  agency’s  costs 
and  budget  uncertainties  by  di¬ 
versifying  the  agency’s  revenue 
sources  and  by  providing  the 
agency  with  annual  guaranteed 
revenue,  such  as  increased  dis¬ 
count  pass  revenues,  independent 


of  other  fluctuating  revenue 
sources.  For  example,  the 
amount  of  full  cash  fare  trips  tak¬ 
en  can  become  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  fast  pass  trips  taken,  a 
more  stable  source  of  revenue. 

Increased  ridership  also 
means  that  the  City  may  not  need 
to  spend  millions  of  taxpayer 
dollars  on  roadway  related  costs, 
such  as  traffic  enforcement  and 
road  repair.  It  saves  the  City 
money. 

This  discounted  pass  effort 
echoes  our  City’s  current  policy 
to  increase  access  to  public  trans¬ 
portation,  especially  for  those 
groups  that  are  socio-economi- 
cally  vulnerable.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors  passed  a  resolution 
urging  BART  to  allow  the  use  of 
discounted  Fast  Passes  for  se¬ 
niors  and  people  with  disabilities. 
The  MTA’s  Citizen’s  Advisory 
Council  passed  a  resolution  urg¬ 
ing  the  same  for  youth  discount 
fast  passes  on  BART.  And  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  also  passed 
a  resolution  urging  the  MTA  to 
develop  fare-free  transit  partner¬ 
ships  with  local  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities.  It  is  established  local 
policy  to  increase  access  to  pub¬ 
lic  transportation  and  to  make 
public  transportation  a  viable  op¬ 
tion  for  local  residents. 

A  hearing  to  discuss  various 
options  for  discounted  Muni 
passes  for  young  adults  will  be 
held  at  the  City  Operations  and 
Neighborhood  Services 
Committee  hearing  at  City  Flail, 
Room  263,  on  Dec.  4,  at  1  p.m. 
Public  comment  is  welcome.  For 
more  information,  please  contact 
my  office  at  554-7410. 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 
is  a  San  Francisco  supervisor 
representing  District  1. 


Toddler  Treehouse  opens 
at  Randall  Museum 


The  Randall  Museum  recently 
announced  the  opening  of  its 
Toddler  Treehouse,  a  new  perma¬ 
nent  exploration  zone  geared  to¬ 
wards  pre-schoolers. 

In  the  treehouse-themed  for¬ 
mer  meeting  room,  toddlers  can 
investigate  the  carpeted  climbing 
structure  and  engage  in  fun  edu¬ 
cational  activities,  such  as  play¬ 
ing  with  age-appropriate  toys, 
reading  books,  and  participating 
in  arts  and  crafts. 

The  Toddler  Treehouse,  made 


possible  by  a  grant  from  the 
William  E.  Weiss  Foundations, 
Bothin  Foundation,  Lisa  and 
Douglas  Goldman  Fund,  and 
Golden  Gate  Mothers  Group,  is 
now  open  for  drop-in  visits  at 
199  Museum  Way  during  regular 
museum  hours:  Tuesdays 
through  Saturdays,  from  10  a.m. 
to  5  p.m. 

For  more  information,  call 
(415)  554-9600  or  visit 

www.randallmuseum.org. 


Fifth  Generation 
In  The  Richmond  District! 


"Let  me  put  my  18  years 
of  Real  Estate  experience 
to  work  for  you." 


Residential,  Commercial  and  Investment  Properties.  Extensive 
experience  in  probate,  trust  and  1031  exchange  sales. 


Ed  Anderson 

rs 

(415)  380-4369 

First  San  Francisco  Realty 
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Green  is  everyone  helping  in  their  own 
way  to  make  our  city  the  greenest  in  the  natior 


letsgreenthiscity.  com 


■  -* ' 
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A  Sweet  Offer 

frem  S am  Francisco  FCU 


Enjoy  a  special  introductory  APR  & 

1%  cash  back  when  you  open  your  VISA® 
Platinum  Cash  Rewards  Credit  Card  today! 


SF  lec&ticns  te  serve  ifeu: 

770  Golden  Gate  Avenue  (at  Gough  street) 
2645  Ocean  Avenue  (at  19th Avenue) 
Boulevard  (at  8th  Avenue) 


Open 
Saturdays! 


Applif  Tedisti-f! 

Open  To  The  Entire 
SF  Community! 


(415)775-5377.  option  4 
www.SanFranciscoFCU.com 

San  Francisco 

^  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


THE  BAY  SCHOOL 

OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


A  NEW  HIGH  SCHOOL  WITH  A 

21st  CENTURY  VISION 

•  Challenging  college  preparatory  curriculum  for  grades  9-12 

•  Comprehensive  athletics  and  extra-curricular  programs 

•  Small  class  sizes,  distinguished  faculty,  diverse  school  community 

•  Tuition  assistance  available 

•  State-of-the-art  campus  located  in  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco 

FALL  2006  ADMISSIONS  OPEN  HOUSES 

Sunday- October  1st,  1-3:30  pm  •  Wednesday -October  1 8th,  7-9  pm 
Sunday -November  12th,  1-3:30  pm  •  Tuesday -December  Sth,  7-9  pm 
Sunday-January  7th,  1-3:30  pm 

Join  us  for  a  tour  of  our  outstanding  new  campus  located  in  the  Presidio, 
meet  Bay  School  faculty  and  students,  attend  sample  classes,  and  find 
out  about  our  curriculum,  athletic  program,  and  extra-curricular  activities. 

For  Reservations  &  Information  Call  the  Admission  Office:  415.561.5800 


explore  the  Bay  School  online  at 

www.bayschoolsf.org 


ECOSF  spreads  the  word 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


Members  of  The  Ecology  Center  of  San  Francisco  hold  up  a  poster 
that  was  on  display  at  this  year's  Sunset  Festival.  From  left  to  right 
are  Davin  Wentworth-Thrasher,  Tori  Jacobs  and  Sam  Hartman. 


Continued  from  page  1 

going  to  get  water?”  Rabat  said. 

“At  the  end  of  the  day,  Davin  had  di¬ 
rected  us  in  putting  in  a  drip  system,  an  ed¬ 
ible  organic  garden  and  an  ascending  herb 
spiral,”  she  said.  “He  wouldn’t  let  us  take 
away  any  of  the  waste  or  diggings.  Part  of 
the  lesson  was  that  you  use  everything  on 
the  site.” 

ECOSF  hosts  garden  parties  free  of 
charge.  Thrasher,  Jacobs  and  Hartman  pro¬ 
vide  the  gardening  tools,  expertise  and 
time  while  asking  for  contributions  only  to 
cover  the  cost  of  seeds,  plants,  soil  and 
other  materials. 

The  three  founding  members  of  ECOSF 
each  grows  various  items  at  their  respec¬ 
tive  San  Francisco  homes. 

Wentworth-Thrasher,  who  lives  on  48th 
Avenue  in  the  Outer  Sunset’s  foggy  cli¬ 
mate,  successfully  grows  a  garden  of  com, 
sweet  peas,  beans,  eggplant,  cucumber, 
zucchini,  beets,  broccoli,  cauliflower  and 
various  leafy  greens. 

“It’s  thanks  to  global  warming,”  he 
joked. 

Another  priority  of  ECOSF  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  local  businesses  that  support  sustain¬ 
ability  and  environmental  protection. 

In  the  Outer  Sunset,  Other  Avenues 
food  co-op,  Judahlicious  and  A  Happy 
Planet  -  an  organic  bedding  and  clothing 
store  -  have  received  the  thumbs-up  from 
ECOSF. 

“We’re  putting  as  much  light  as  we  can 
on  these  businesses  and  others  which  are 
helping  to  support  environmental  causes 
locally  and  elsewhere.  It  really  makes  a  big 
difference  to  communities  if  you  can  sup¬ 
port  businesses  in  the  community  and  keep 
the  revenue  in  the  local  economy,” 
Wentworth-Thrasher  said. 

ECOSF’s  most  ambitious  project  yet  is 
a  planned  series  of  books  for  Full  Circle 
Children’s  Books,  which  would  educate 
young  readers  on  the  concept  of  the  “life 
cycle  of  products.” 


“It’s  been  said  that  Americans  live  in  a 
throw-away  society,”  says  Wentworth- 
Thrasher.  “We  want  people  to  consider  the 
environmental  impacts  of  producing 
things,  and  to  know  what  happens  to  them 
when  their  lives  are  over.” 

Currently,  ECOSF’s  only  public  “of¬ 
fice”  is  a  weekly  booth  at  the  Saturday 
Alemany  Boulevard  Farmers  Market, 
where  members  offer  brochures  and  print¬ 
ed  information  to  interested  members  of 
the  public. 

The  group  hopes,  however,  that  San 
Francisco  will  welcome  the  organization 
into  the  infrastructure  of  the  city  govern¬ 
ment  by  establishing  ECOSF  information 
desks  and  book  loan  centers  at  numerous 
local  playgrounds  and  parks.  Reading  ma¬ 
terial  would  cover  a  broad  range  of  authors 
and  issues,  such  as  social,  economic  and 
environmental  sustainability,  organic  gar¬ 
dening,  energy  and  water  conservation,  na¬ 
ture  awareness,  permaculture  and  natural 
building. 

ECOSF  would  also  like  to  make  avail¬ 
able  for  purchase  such  products  as  hand- 
crank  blenders,  hand-powered  grain  mills 
and  low-flow  shower  heads  -  practical 
items  that  reduce  energy  costs  and  the 
strain  on  the  earth’s  environment. 

The  fledgling  grassroots  organization 
currently  consists  of  just  its  three  founders, 
but  ECOSF,  which  received  its  non-profit 
status  in  October,  aims  to  build  and  expand 
via  a  membership  system. 

“Members  would  be  supporting  an  or¬ 
ganization  that’s  promoting  sustainability 
and  ecological  awareness  in  the  City,”  said 
Wentworth-Thrasher.  He  says  a  line  of 
ready  applicants  already  waits. 

“ECOSF  is  all  about  fostering  a  deeper 
connection  to  the  Earth  through  gardening, 
and  developing  a  respect  for  the  communi¬ 
ty  and  the  rest  of  the  planet.  It’s  about  nur¬ 
turing  yourself  through  things  you  create 
yourself,”  he  said. 

For  more  information  about  ECOSF, 
call  846-8164. 


Enjoy  A  More  Comfortable  Retirement 
In  Your  Own  Home 


Our  Reverse  Mortgage’  program  enables  you  to: 

•  Receive  tax-free  funds  to  use  however  you  choose2 

•  Title  stays  in  your  name 

•  Financial  flexibility 

•  No  income,  asset,  employment  or  credit  qualification  restrictions’ 

•  Your  choice  of  flexible  funds-distribution  plans 

Christine  Stormont  David  Stormont 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant  Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 

415-722-0226  650-533-2349 


’Must  be  at  least  62  years  old.  'Consult  your  tax  advisor.  ’Reverse  Mortgage  borrowers 
are  required  to  obtain  an  eligibility  certificate  by  receiving  free  counseling  sessions  with 
a  HUD-approved  agency.  Family  members  are  also  strongly  encouraged  to 
participate  in  these  informative  sessions.  Call  for  more  detailed  program 
information.  Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage  is  a  division  of  Wells  Fargo  Bank, 

NA  ©  2006  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  NA  All  Rights  Reserved.  #36926  7/26/06 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editor: 

The  recent  election  is  moving 
San  Francisco  in  a  terrible  direc¬ 
tion.  Proposition  F,  an  ordinance 
requiring  SF  employers  to  provide 
paid  sick  leave  to  all  employees,  is 
another  blow  to  micro  businesses 
in  the  City.  I  define  micro  busi¬ 
nesses  as  businesses  with  five  or 
less  employees. 

It  is  apparent  that  San  Francisco 
does  not  want  micro  businesses  to 
start  and  grow  in  the  City  because 
it  puts  up  economic  barrier  after 
barrier  on  start-up  businesses. 
Most  start-up  businesses  employ 
part-time  employees  in  the  early 
stages  because  that  is  all  they  can 
afford.  Since  most  businesses  lose 
money  in  the  first  two  years,  the 
added  cost  of  sick  leave  to  part- 
time  employees  comes  right  out  of 
the  savings,  not  profits,  of  the 
fledgling  shop  owner. 

To  add  to  the  cost  of  starting  a 
business  in  SF,  the  minimum  wage 
will  increase  3.6  percent  on  Jan.  1, 
2007,  to  $19,011  for  a  full-time 
employee  over  the  course  of  a  year. 
That  is  to  say,  if  a  shop  owner 
wants  to  hire  a  high  school  grad  to 
cover  phones  and  do  light  filing, 
the  cost  with  payroll  taxes,  sick 
leave,  and  workers  comp  would  be 
more  than  $20,000.  This  makes  the 
break-even  costs,  with  rent,  phones 
and  utilities,  in  the  area  of 
$50,000.  This  is  well  before  pur¬ 
chasing  equipment,  supplies,  com¬ 
puters,  software  and  inventory, 
which  might  drive  start-up  costs  to 
the  $100,000  range. 

What  does  this  do  to  the  people 
in  San  Francisco?  Every  increase 
in  start-up  cost  enslaves  the  eco¬ 
nomic  lower  class  to  stay  in  the 
economic  lower  class.  Only  busi¬ 
nesses  with  substantial  financing 
will  survive  the  increased  cost  of 
doing  business  in  San  Francisco. 
The  City  will  only  have  large  chain 
stores,  multi-state  franchise 
businesses,  and  no  locally  owned 
establishments.  Micro  businesses 
will  not  have  a  chance  to  grow 
with  the  constraints  put  on  them  by 
city  government  and  anti-business 
legislation.  Local  people  in  San 


Francisco  will  own  no  businesses 
and  only  work  for  large  corpora¬ 
tions. 

Rudyard  Vance,  EA,  MBA 
Vance  Economic  Services 

Editor: 

I  have  just  read  Jake 
McGoldrick’s  latest  column  and  it 
appears  he  is  speaking  with  a 
forked  tongue.  He  states  clearly  his 
position  and  the  city’s  policy  to  re¬ 
tain  neighborhood  character  and 
not  destroy  older  housing,  which  is 
considered  more  affordable,  yet  he 
later  states  he  is  chairman  of  the 
SF  Transportation  Authority, 
which  supports  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT),  which  in  turn  will  promote 
new  high  density  housing  along 
the  corridor.  The  (proposed)  Better 
Neighborhoods  Plan  (BNP)  will  al¬ 
low  the  demolition  of  rental  units 
along  the  corridor.  If  this  does  not 
change  the  character  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  with  traffic  diverted  to 
parallel  streets,  what  will? 

This  is  the  supervisor  who  is 
chairman  of  the  SF  Transportation 
Authority  and  has  backed  BRT  and 
the  Better  Neighborhood  Plan,  yet 
directly  quotes  city  policy  which 
states  as  it  goal,  to  “retain  the  ex¬ 
isting  supply  of  sound  housing  and 
that  the  supply  of  affordable  hous¬ 
ing  be  preserved  and  enhanced.  It 
is  also  city  policy  that  existing 
housing  and  neighborhood  charac¬ 
ter  be  preserved  and  protected  in 
order  to  ensure  the  cultural  and 
economic  diversity  of  our  neigh¬ 
borhoods.” 

It  is  interesting  that  he  puts 
blame  on  the  SF  Planning 
Commission  when  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  prevented  the 
commission  from  doing  its  job. 

The  tack  now  is  to  introduce 
amendments  to  the  Administrative 
Code  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  bypass  the  planning  process  and 
procedure. 

Barbara  Austin 

Editor: 

As  a  resident  of  the  Inner 
Richmond,  I  have  come  to  rely  on 
traversing  the  Geary  corridor. 
Some  50,000-plus  persons  do  so 


daily  on  the  largely  ineffective 
Muni  #38  line,  which  is  seldom 
prompt  and  often  overcrowded. 

The  solution  to  more  timely  ser¬ 
vice  with  increased  capacity  is  Bus 
Rapid  Transit  (BRT).  Costs  and 
time  line  for  completion  are  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  light  rail,  afford  greater 
flexibility  and  have  a  more  favor¬ 
able  environmental  impact. 
Increased  ridership  (15  to  25  per¬ 
cent  and  potentially  beyond)  will 
far  offset  potential  traffic  conges¬ 
tion  as  commuters  leave  their  autos 
at  home! 

A  recent  poll  of  SF  voters  re¬ 
vealed  that  78  percent  supported 
the  creation  of  a  BRT  network  in 
the  City  (David  Binder  Research). 
It  stands  to  reason  that  the  Muni 
#38  line  would  be  first  in  terms  of 
the  necessity  for  a  more  efficient 
transit  solution. 

Andrew  Dombrowski 

Editor’s  note:  the  following 
letter  was  sent  to  U.S.  Park  Police 
Commander  Major  Gerald  F. 
McCarthy  concerning  recent  van¬ 
dalism  at  Sutro  Heights  Park 

I  was  quite  pleased  to  receive 
your  ...  Nov.  8  letter  regarding  the 
dangerous  vandalism  incident  in 
Sutro  Heights  Park  that  occurred 
on  Sept.  21.1  was  glad  to  see  that 
the  appropriate  preventative  mea¬ 
sure  will  be  undertaken  to  prevent 
further  such  occurrences.  As  a 
neighbor  of  the  park  and  a  member 
of  Friends  of  Sutro  Heights  Park,  1 
appreciate  this  solid  demonstration 
of  responsive  and  responsible  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Your  letter  indicates  that  ...  the 
Golden  Gate  National  Recreation 
Area  will  soon  effect  a  remedy  to 
prevent  a  similar  such  vandalism 
incident  (in  which  a  vehicle  was 
driven  through  the  park,  thereby 
seriously  damaging  it).  The  park  is 
only  accessible  to  unauthorized  ve¬ 
hicles  through  its  eastern  border, 
where  at  present  most  of  the  border 
is  edged  with  wood  posts.  We  re¬ 
quest  that  posts  be  placed  in  the  re¬ 
maining  section  of  the  border  and 
that  all  posts  be  linked  by  cable. 
Jason  Jungreis 


St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church 

-  Restoring  with  a  Vision  ~ 


Sunday  Services  for  season  of  Advent: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
<p  10  a.m.  -  Joint  Worship  with  First  United  Lutheran 
12/3  and  12/17  at  St.  Peter's,  420  29th  Ave. 

12/10  and  12/24  at  First  United  Lutheran,  Geary  &.  30th 

Christmas  Eve:  Carols  at  10  p.m.  followed  by  Festival 
Eucharist  with  Choral  Music  at  10:30  p.m. 

Christmas  Day:  Service  for  families  and  children  at  10  a.m. 

St.  Peter’s  is  located  at  420  29m  Avenue  (near  Clement)  / Parking  available 
during  services  across  street  at  Presidio  Middle  School 


Tuesday  night  Bring-and-Share  Meal  and  Film  Series  —  call  for  dates  and  titles 
Thursday  Morning  Prayer  at  8  a.m. 


St.  Peter's  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive  Christianity 


For  more  information  please  contact  Fr. 
David  Rickey  at  415/751-4942  or  visit 
our  website  at  www.stpeters-sf.org 


THE  BARRING  LOT 


Our  Specialty: 
Hand  Scissor  Finish 
Grooming 


A  Dog  Grooming  Salon 

Pet  Stylist  &  Proprietor  -  Joy  Bonehill 
15  Years  Experience 

3239  Balboa  St. 

(415)  831-BARK 

www.barkinglotsf.com 


COURNALE  CO.  WISHES  OUR 
NEIGHBORS  A  HAPPY,  HEALTHY 
AND  PROSPEROUS  2007” 


'A _ 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Aye.  •  752-3600 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

✓  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

/  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

✓  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

/  TOEIC  preparation. 
y  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


— "Lz.  f  fi'i 

&&  r  tap*  n 


San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 
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Farrell  Real  Estate  Investments 

“It’s  not  just  a  home;  it’s  an  investment.” 


John  T.  Farrell 
Broker/Realtor/Notary 


Claudette  Hansson  Farrell 
Agent/Investor 


We  take  a  different  approach  than  your  typical  realtor. 

•  Over  20  Years  Experience 

•  Born  &  Raised  in  San  Francisco 

•  Aggressive  Marketing  Plan 

•  Competitive  Rates 

•  Free  Notary  at  Closing 

•  $1,000  goes  to  your  Charity  of  Choice  * 

Call  Today  at  415/298-9561 

for  Your  FREE  Copy  of 

“The  10  Biggest  Mistakes  in  Buying  &  Selling  a  Home” 

farrellreinvestments@yahoo.com 
www.farrellreinvestments.com 


MLS 


□ 


Contractors  Retrofit 
Anchor  bolting 
Cripple  wall  bracing 
Seismic  gas  valves 


Full  Seismic  Upgrades 

Soft  story  reinforcements 
Foundation  replacement/ repair 
Engineered  plans  and  permits 


Ken  Kelton  Construction 

415-335-1140 

CA  Contractor's  License  #324498 

Structural  Alterations  of  Older  San  Francisco  Homes  Since  1977 


Workshop  to  discuss  Geary  BRT 


Continued  from  page  1 

In  the  third  and  final  work¬ 
shop  held  by  SFCTA  on  Nov.  4 
at  the  Self-Help  For  The  Elderly 
Center  to  introduce  the  public  to 
the  program,  about  100  people 
received  a  detailed  analysis  of 
the  alternative  plans  selected  for 
consideration  from  Project 
Manager  Julie  Kirschbaum. 

The  four  plans  include  one 
that  would  leave  the  current  sys¬ 
tem  intact,  two  versions  of  a  plan 
that  would  create  curbside  bus 
lanes,  and  two  plans  that  would 
create  center  bus  lanes  with  ei¬ 
ther  center  or  side  loading  plat¬ 
forms.  The  current  design  calls 
for  the  system  to  extend  west¬ 
ward  to  33rd  Avenue. 

In  addition  to  exclusive  traffic 
lanes,  the  program  would  also  in¬ 
clude  new  high-quality  stops 
similar  to  those  found  on  Muni 
Metro  with  electronic  kiosks  pro¬ 
viding  real-time  bus  information, 
ticket  vending  machines  and 
landscaping.  The  system  would 
also  utilize  the  proof  of  payment 
(POP)  system,  with  riders  being 
monitored  by  inspectors. 

“BRT  gives  bus  travel  some 
advantages  by  making  it  faster 
and  more  comfortable,  and  it 
would  make  it  possible  to  in¬ 
crease  limited  or  express  service 
available  now  only  on  week¬ 
days,”  Kirschbaum  said. 
“Experience  in  other  cities  shows 
there  is  a  25  percent  increase  in 
ridership  in  a  center  lane  design, 
and  a  15  percent  increase  with 
curbside  lanes.” 

After  an  initial  presentation, 
she  fielded  questions  from  the 
audience  for  about  an  hour. 
Although  SFCTA’s  statistics 
show  the  plan  would  create  mini¬ 
mal  impact  on  the  area,  both  dur¬ 
ing  the  construction  phase  and 
during  actual  operations,  many  at 


the  meeting  questioned  the 
study’s  accuracy,  which  one 
member  of  the  audience  de¬ 
scribed  as  “a  fairy  tale,  not  the 
real  world.” 

Of  particular  concern  to  many 
is  the  potential  impact  on  busi¬ 
nesses  and  the  loss  of  parking 
that  might  result  with  the  various 
BRT  plans,  as  well  as  hazardous 
traffic  conditions  created  on  adja¬ 
cent  streets  if  drivers  switch  to 
other  routes  to  avoid  congestion 
created  by  the  new  transit  lanes. 

Computer  models  created  by 
the  SFCTA  indicate  there  would 
be  an  increase  of  up  to  two  vehi¬ 
cles  per  minute  along  Fulton, 
California,  Balboa  and  Clement 
streets. 

‘This  is  a  definite  safety  issue 
because  children  and  the  elderly 
use  the  side  streets,  and  with  all 
the  increased  traffic,  there  goes 
the  neighborhood,”  one  resident 
stated  at  the  workshop. 

One  of  the  groups  actively  op¬ 
posed  to  BRT  is  the  Greater 
Geary  Boulevard  Merchants  and 
Property  Owners  Association. 

According  to  David  Heller, 
the  president  of  the  association, 
when  they  put  Muni  Metro  on 
the  Third  Street  and  Ocean 
Avenue  corridors,  rampant  devel¬ 
opment  ensued  and  once-thriving 
communities  were  “turned  into  a 
graveyard.” 

“Our  neighborhood  is  on  the 
verge  of  being  bulldozed.  We 
don’t  need  dedicated  lanes.  This 
is  not  about  transportation  but 
about  development.  With  55,000 
cars  driving  on  Geary  Boulevard, 
where  will  they  all  go  when  ca¬ 
pacity  is  eliminated?”  Heller 
said.  “Hundreds  of  existing  park¬ 
ing  spaces  will  be  lost  and  that 
alone  will  devastate  our  local 
economy,  not  to  mention  the 
years  of  construction  and  conges¬ 
tion.  BRT  is  a  bureaucratic  night¬ 


mare.” 

According  to  SFCTA,  there 
are  1 ,000  parking  spaces  between 
35th  and  Van  Ness  avenues.  If  a 
center  lane  plan  were  selected, 
there  would  be  a  16  percent  in¬ 
crease  in  available  parking 
spaces;  however,  there  would  be 
a  4  percent  decrease,  without 
mitigation  measures,  with  a  curb- 
side  plan.  In  some  locations,  di¬ 
agonal  parking  would  be  re¬ 
placed  with  parallel  parking. 

The  project  will  cost  approxi¬ 
mately  $200  million,  or  $27  mil¬ 
lion  to  $28  million  a  mile,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  plan  selected, 
Kirschbaum  said.  Funding  would 
come  from  a  combination  of  fed¬ 
eral  and  local  tax  dollars,  includ¬ 
ing  revenue  from  the  half-cent 
sales  tax  increase  called  for  by 
Proposition  K. 

Talks  have  been  held  with  the 
San  Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition, 
but  no  program  leaves  a  lot  of 
space  for  bikes,  according  to 
Kirschbaum. 

“BRT  works  only  if  you  do  all 
of  the  other  associated  projects. 
In  the  long  run,  it  is  more  cost  ef¬ 
fective  than  running  a  (rail) 
track,”  she  said.  “Under- 
grounding  the  system  is  not  fea¬ 
sible.” 

According  to  Muni’s  Vision 
for  Rapid  Transit,  published  in 
2002,  light  rail  is  seen  as  the  ulti¬ 
mate  transit  solution  on  Geary, 
and  the  city’s  30-year  transporta¬ 
tion  plan  requires  that  the  BRT 
design  “must  be  rail-ready.” 

If  the  BRT  program  is  ap¬ 
proved,  service  on  Geary 
Boulevard  is  expected  by  2011. 

For  more  information  about 
Geary  BRT,  go  to  the  Web  site  at 
www.GearyBRT.org.  To  contact 
the  Geary  Merchants,  go  to 
www.savegearyblvd.com. 


Lecture  series  explores  outer  space 


Continued  from  page  1 

goal  of  promoting  science  litera¬ 
cy. 

“Scientists  in  general  view  the 
world  by  asking  questions,  such 
as:  ‘Why  things  are  the  way  they 
are?’  Astronomers  ask  those 
questions  outwardly,”  said 
Berryhill.  “The  more  people  are 
educated  about  science,  the  high¬ 
er  the  science  literacy  and  the 
stronger  the  society.” 


One  icon  that  boosted  the  as¬ 
tronomy  effort  and  inspired  the 
environmental  movement  was 
the  famous  photograph 
“Earthrise,”  taken  during  the 
Apollo  8  trip  into  outer  space. 
The  image  shows  the  Earth  in  the 
sky  above  the  lunar  landscape, 
and  is  credited  with  inspiring  the 
environmental  movement. 

“It  gave  it  a  huge  boost,” 
Berryhill  said  of  the  picture.  “We 
are  on  a  fragile  blue  marble  in 


space. 

Berryhill,  who  earned  a  B.A. 
in  astronomy  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  started  at  the 
Morrison  Planetarium  as  an  ush¬ 
er  and  worked  her  way  up  to  a 
lecturer,  and  then  coordinator  of 
the  Benjamin  Dean  Lecture 
Series.  She  would  like  to  see 
more  resources  devoted  to  space 
exploration  because  it  is  a  part  of 
human  nature  to  explore. 

“Our  society  would  become 
stagnant  if  we  do  not  push  be¬ 
yond  ourselves,”  she  said. 

Astronomy  “doesn’t  make 
earthly  problems  go  away,  but  it 
can  help  us  think  beyond  our¬ 
selves,”  Berryhill  said.  “Maybe 
we  are  not  alone.  It  is  a  little  bit 
humbling.” 

“Science  is  about  discovery 
and  being  able  to  look  at  the 
world  in  a  certain  -way,”  said 
Berryhill.  “It  improves  (stu¬ 
dents’)  critical  thinking.” 

The  lecture  series  tries  to  in¬ 
spire  such  people. 

“What  is  needed  is  people 
who  explain  it  well.  A  large 
number  of  people  who  give  the 
Benjamin  Dean  lectures  are  peo¬ 
ple  who  explain  it  well,” 
Berryhill  said. 

Upcoming  lectures  in  the  se¬ 
ries  include: 

Dec.  11:  “The  Science  of 
Spirit  and  Opportunity,”  by  Dr. 
Albert  Haldemann,  NASA  Jet 
Propulsion  Laboratory; 

Jan.  15,  2007;  “Saturn’s 
Rings:  Ongoing  Studies  by 
Cassini,”  by  Dr.  Jeff  Cuzzi, 
NASA  Ames  Research  Center. 

There  will  also  be  a  Spring 
lecture  series. 

For  more  information,  call 
(415)  321-8593. 


The  More  the  Merrier! 

Save,  Save,  Save  this 
Holiday  Season 
at  the  Beauty  Network! 

Save  10%  on  anything  in  the  store 
Save  $10  on  purchases  of  $50 
Save  $25  on  purchases  of  $100 

expires  12/31/06 

Save  Online  &  Save  Time 

Gift  Boxes  with  Spa,  Skin  and  Hair  Care! 
Free  shipping  on  orders  over  $50 

Beauty  Network 
Skin  Care  by  Shlomit 
5748  Geary  Blvd. 

(415)  387-1477 

www.beautynetwork.com  •  www.shlomitskincare.com 
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Commentary 

Paul  Kozakiewicz 

Creating  a  win-win  transit  plan 


The  SF  Transportation 
Authority  (TA)  is  looking  at 
ways  to  improve  the  Muni  #38 
bus  line  to  better  serve  the  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  Richmond  District. 

After  initial  outrage  over  the 
way  the  matter  was  handled,  slid¬ 
ing  a  single  paragraph  calling  for 
Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  on 
Geary  Boulevard  into  a  10-page 
sales  tax  increase,  merchants  and 
neighborhood  leaders  are  looking 
at  the  best  ways  to  improve  mass 
transit. 

The  TA  held  workshops  in 
November,  and  will  conduct  a 
meeting  in  the  Richmond  District 
Dec.  9,  to  get  feedback  from  the 
public. 

There  are  three  major  propos¬ 
als  on  the  table:  two  options 
would  go  in  the  middle  of  the 
boulevard  and  one  would  dedi¬ 
cate  the  outside  lanes  to  mass 
transit. 

Clearly,  the  outside  lanes  con¬ 
cept  would  be  the  best  for  the 
Richmond  and  would  create  a 
win-win  situation  for  all  of  the 
major  stakeholders. 

Merchants  are  concerned  that 
if  the  center  lane  options  are  cho¬ 
sen,  the  resulting  years  of  con¬ 
struction  and  change  in  consumer 
shopping  habits  could  put  many 
of  them  out  of  business.  Some 
surveys  show  that  businesses  lo¬ 
cated  the  farthest  away  from  the 
“transit  villages”  the  TA  intends 
to  install  suffer  and  many  go  out 
of  business.  The  transit  villages 
will  be  at  the  designated  intersec¬ 
tions  where  there  could  be  a 


small  plaza,  with  vendors,  and 
areas  protected  from  the  ele¬ 
ments  for  passenger  loading  and 
unloading.  Smaller  businesses 
will  be  located  a  block  or  two 
away  from  the  intersections  with 
the  transit  villages,  while  the 
stores  that  can  afford  prime  real 
estate,  like  Walgreens,  will  occu¬ 
py  the  best  intersections. 

The  years  of  construction, 
particularly  in  the  re-routing  of 
Geary  Boulevard  around  the 
“tunnels”  at  Masonic  Avenue  and 
Fillmore  Street,  will  be  devastat¬ 
ing. 

One  proprietor.  Jack  Reill, 
said  his  “Big  O”  tire  store 
couldn’t  survive  because  he  is  at 
ground  zero  for  the  city’s  version 
of  the  Big  Dig.  He  said  he  barely 
survived  the  last  time  the  inter¬ 
section  was  revamped,  in  the  late 
’70s. 

Recently,  the  merchants  start¬ 
ed  passing  around  a  petition, 
calling  for  an  economic  impact 
study,  and  that  the  outside  lanes 
concept  be  pursued.  As  of 
presstime,  more  than  500  people 
had  signed  it  in  the  grassroots  ef¬ 
fort  and  more  were  rolling  in. 

The  benefits  of  the  outer  lane 
BRT  plan  are  many,  including: 

•  Most  of  the  estimated  $200 
million  cost  for  the  center  lane 
BRT  can  be  saved  and  used  in 
other  transit  projects; 

•  Muni  service  can  be  greatly 
improved  with  dedicated  “dia¬ 
mond”  lanes,  the  ability  to  con¬ 
trol  traffic  lights,  using  global 
positioning  systems  to  prevent 


bunching,  and  other  technologi¬ 
cal  innovations; 

•  Expensive  new  buses  that 
board  from  the  left  side  would 
not  be  required,  as  they  would  be 
in  one  of  the  center  lane  options; 

•  Buses  would  be  able  to  pass 
broken  down  vehicles  if  the  need 
arose,  unlike  one  of  the  center 
lane  options  being  studied,  which 
would  restrict  buses  in  their  lanes 
and  crash  the  whole  system  due 
to  one  breakdown; 

•  Traffic  patterns  would  not  be 
nearly  as  disruptive  to  other  areas 
of  the  neighborhood,  such  as 
Clement  Street  and  Anza  Street, 
because  of  the  loss  of  traffic 
lanes  and  the  limiting  of  left- 
hand  turns  off  of  Geary; 

•  Any  potential  loss  of  parking 
due  to  an  outside  lane  plan  can 
be  mitigated  by  putting  some  di¬ 
agonal  parking  on  the  side  streets 
next  to  Geary,  like  there  is  now 
on  1 1th  Avenue  near  the  Lamps 
Plus  store. 

The  outside  lane  plan  current¬ 
ly  being  studied  by  the  TA  will 
still  allow  most  of  the  positive 
ideas  for  improving  service  to  be 
implemented.  But  we  should  not 
forget,  no  matter  what  plan  is 
chosen  or  how  much  is  spent  to 
build  it,  there  will  not  be  an  in¬ 
crease  in  capacity  of  one  person. 
The  biggest  problem,  getting 
people  a  seat  on  a  clean  bus,  re¬ 
mains  the  real  goal  for  improving 
mass  transit.  Perhaps  some  of  the 
$200  million  could  be  used  for 
doing  that. 

Editor’s  note:  The  next  open 
house  to  discuss  improving 
Muni  will  be  held  at  Self  Help 
for  the  Elderly,  located  at  5757 
Geary  Blvd.,  on  Saturday,  Dec. 

9,  from  9  a.m.  to  noon. 

School  Board  Abdicates 
Responsibility 

The  SF  School  Board,  in  its 
infinite  wisdom,  sacrificed  an  im¬ 
portant  program  on  its  altar  of 


progressive  politics. 

The  board  voted  4-2  in 
November  to  eliminate  the 
JROTC  program  in  the  city’s 
high  schools. 

The  program  serves  more  than 
1 ,600  students  and  offers  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  cannot  be  matched  as  a 
conduit  for  helping  high  school 
students,  particularly  those  who 
benefit  from  a  program  mandat¬ 
ing  discipline,  respect  and  team 
effort. 

The  “gang  of  four,”  school 
board  members  Sarah  Lipset, 
Mark  Sanchez,  Eric  Mar  and  Dan 
Kelly,  wanted  to  send  a  message 
to  Washington  D.C.  that  the  U.S. 
military’s  “don’t  ask,  don’t  tell” 
policy  is  discriminatory,  so  they 
voted  to  eliminate  the  program. 

Dan  Kelly,  one  of  the  gang, 
lost  his  re-election  bid  in 
November,  and  I  know  of  more 


than  a  few  people  who  voted 
against  him  for  his  position  on 
the  JROTC. 

Sara  Lipset,  a  Richmond 
District  resident  and  member  of 
the  Green  Party,  decided  not  to 
run  for  re-election  so  she  will  be 
off  the  board  in  January.  But  her 
vote  still  counts. 

Eric  Mar  and  Mark  Sanchez 
will  be  coming  up  for  re-election. 
At  that  time,  we’ll  be  able  to 
purge  the  last  two  members  of 
our  school  board  who  would  sac¬ 
rifice  the  futures  of  some  of  our 
kids  just  to  make  a  small  political 
point  in  Washington. 

These  school  board  members 
showed  what  they  were  made  of: 
pushing  their  own  political  agen¬ 
das  at  the  expense  of  our  school 
children. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  editor  of 
the  Richmond  Review. 


SALE! 

we’re  Celebrating  Our  30th  Anniversary 
with  a  30%  OFF  SALE* 
Saturday,  December  30,  noon  to  6  p.m. 

Gaslight  &  Shadows  Antiques 

2335  Clement  St.  •  (415)387-0633 

'except  limoge  boxes 


Mix  Tray  $:-/< 

wjthcoupon:$23.95 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  385-2777 

Open  Daily  11:30am  -  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


(415)  386-2777 


(415)386-2777 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $23.95  with  coupon  |  A  Tray  $19.95  with  coupon  !  Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 


Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  1/30/2007 


Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  1/30/2007 


Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  wtth  any  other  offer. 
EXP  1/30/2007 


Happy  Tray  $£0 


with  coupon  $19.95 


(All  Cooked)  “ 

with  coupon  $22.95 1 


***  Up  C  Roll 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


(415)386-2777 


1 5%OFF 


Dine  in  or  To-Go 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  1/30/2007 


(415)  386-2777 


Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  1/30/2007 


(415)386-2777 


Chicken  Teriyaki  &  Ca-Roll 

Lunch  $4.98  Dinner  $5.98 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  1/3o£c~~ 


2007 


(415)  386-2777 


Sushi  Combo  $6.99 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP.  1/30/2007 
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Active  Older  Adults! 


The  Richmond  YMCA  offers  over  a 
half  dozen  Group  Exercise  Fitness 
Classes  specifically  designed  for  you! 

We  also  offer  flower  arranging,  knit¬ 
ting  groups  and  excursions. 

Call  us  today  for  more  information  on 
Active  Older  Adult  Programs:  666-9611 

We  welcome  you  to  join  our 
Richmond  District  community. 

r  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  i 

l  Bring  this  Coupon  for  a  j 

|  FRBB  Visit  \ 

I  Offer  good  for  those  who  are  62  and  older,  j 

Expires  Dec.  31 , 2006 

We  build  strong  kids,  strong  families,  strong  communities. 


Richmond  District  YMCA 

360  18th  Avenue  •  666-9622 

Financial  Assistance,  to  the  extent  possible,  is  made  available  through 
the  generosity  of  our  members  and  donors. 


learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  $  Flash  Cards 


Proven  effective  for  learning 

basic  skills!  TRI  AD  has  1"  titles 

for  language  arts  and  math, 

including  phonics  and  fractions. 

Self-checking,  quick -sorting 

cards.  Fun  activities  «ar„ 

included  for  _ 

<s>  • 

*  „**'«*** 


individual  and 
group  practice 


shoes 


A 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


best  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 

fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dolly. 


SftlflDS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  UJiNC  ■  8EER  »  SOFT  DRINKS 


:$1  off 


I 
I 
I 

^Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  1 2/31  /06j 


sandwich 


DAILY 

SANDWICH 

SPECIALS 


734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 


OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

Real  estate  market  review 


The  2006  real  estate  year  will 
be  remembered  as  the  year  that 
negotiation  power  between  buy¬ 
ers  and  sellers  finally  balanced 
out. 

At  the  end  of  last  year,  more 
properties  were  sitting  on  the 
market  taking  longer  to  sell,  and 
although  prices  were  showing 
year-to-year  increases,  all  the 
signs  were  there  for  a  slower 
market  in  2006. 

This  year  started  out  with  not 
much  inventory  on  the  market 
and  properties  selling  pretty 
quickly.  But,  eventually,  more 
listings  started  going  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  the  summer  months  were 
pretty  slow.  It  picked  up  a  little 
after  Labor  Day,  when  more 
homes  than  ever  were  for  sale. 
Most  of  them  have  been  either 
sold  or  taken  off  the  market. 

The  biggest  question  in  peo¬ 
ple’s  minds  is:  Have  prices 
dropped  and  by  how  much? 

The  most  recent  reports  show 
some  flat  pricing  trends  and  some 
modest  price  gains  in  San 
Francisco.  However,  what  the 
statistics  typically  show  are  the 
average  or  median  sales  prices  in 
an  area.  So,  if  a  certain  type  of 
home  sells  and  others  do  not,  it 
can  skew  the  true  picture. 

For  example,  if  the  low  end 
market  is  dead,  and  more  homes 
in  the  high  end  market  are  sell¬ 
ing,  then  the  average  and  median 
prices  will  show  a  price  increase. 

So  what  I  am  more  interested 
in  is  what  the  exact  same  home 
would  have  sold  for  in  2005  ver¬ 
sus  what  it  would  sell  for  in 
2006.  Unfortunately  there  are  not 
too  many  of  those  examples  be¬ 
cause  someone  buying  in  2005 
typically  won’t  be  selling  in 
2006.  However,  I  was  able  to 
come  up  with  a  few  cases  where 
this  actually  happened  and  I 
think  the  prices  have  dropped 
around  7  to  8  percent  in  the 
Richmond  and  Sunset  districts. 

Is  this  bad  for  the  market?  Not 
necessarily!  We  have  been  expe¬ 
riencing  double  digit  apprecia¬ 
tion  in  the  market  for  the  last  few 
years,  so  for  buyers  who  bought 


in  2004  or  before,  they  might 
have  lost  a  little  equity,  but  they 
are  ahead  of  the  game  because 
they  purchased  real  estate. 

For  people  who  bought  in 
2005,  and  if  they  are  planning  to 
keep  the  property  for  the  next 
five  years  or  longer,  prices  will 
be  fine  and  they  will  realize  the 
appreciation  when  they  sell.  The 
only  people  who  will  lose  in  our 
real  estate  market  are  those  who 
have  to  sell  right  away. 

I  had  some  clients  who  want¬ 
ed  to  sell,  but  could  not  afford  a 
trade-up  property  last  year.  And 
though  they  sold  at  lower  prices 
this  year,  they  were  able  to  buy 
properties  that  they  could  not  af¬ 
ford  last  year.  As  well,  their 
property  tax  basis  is  lower 
because  of  the  lower  sales  price 
and  that  property’s  tax  basis  will 
stay  with  them  for  the  rest  of  the 
time  they  own  the  property.  So, 
all  in  all,  they  did  well  with  their 
real  estate  investment  strategy. 

But,  because  of  the  slower 
sales  activity,  homes  with  some 
defects  are  staying  on  the  market 
longer  and  selling  at  lower 
prices;  while  homes  that  are  in  a 


Bowdoin  College  recently 
held  its  annual  Sarah  and  James 
Bowdoin  Day  ceremony  honor¬ 
ing  undergraduates  who  have  dis¬ 
tinguished  themselves  by  excel¬ 
lence  in  scholarship. 

The  Richmond  District’s 


good  location  and  in  good  condi¬ 
tion  are  still  getting  multiple  of¬ 
fers  and  selling  at  relatively  high 
prices.  It  seems  like  buyers  are 
busier  than  ever  and  want  a  home 
in  move-in  condition. 

The  number  of  homes  sold 
this  year  is  down  around  15  to  25 
percent  depending  on  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

If  you  are  buying,  it’s  a  better 
time  to  buy  now  than  before  and 
there  are  definitely  bargains  out 
there.  Some  buyers  have  been 
able  to  negotiate  deals  I  have  not 
seen  for  a  while. 

Most  economists  are  predict¬ 
ing  that  interest  rates  will  drop  a 
little  next  year  because  the 
Federal  Reserve  is  afraid  of  infla¬ 
tion.  The  fed  has  engineered  our 
real  estate  market  for  a  soft  land¬ 
ing  with  its  monetary  policies 
and  that  is  exactly  what  we  are 
experiencing  today. 

So,  where  are  we  going  in 
2007?  The  market  will  chug 
along  at  today’s  pace  without 
much  appreciation,  prices  wifi  be 
relatively  flat  and  I  think  it  will 
stay  that  way  for  a  couple  of 
years  before  we  see  more  upward 
movement. 

I  enjoyed  speaking  to  many  of 
you  this  year  and  thank  you  for 
reading  my  column.  I  hope  you 
all  have  a  great  holiday  season! 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top-selling 
agent  at  Pacific  Union,  special¬ 
izing  in  the  Richmond  and 
Sunset  districts.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  call  him  at  (415)  447- 
6231. 


Susanna  Ruth  Kimport  received 
designation  as  a  Sarah  and  James 
Bowdoin  Scholar  for  her  aca¬ 
demic  achievement  and  earning  a 
place  in  the  top  20  percent  of  her 
class  in  the  previous  academic 
year. 

Also,  among  the  745  students 
who  entered  the  Class  of  2010  at 
Colgate  University  were  two 
Richmond  District  locals. 
Michael  H.  Ketcham  recently 
graduated  from  University  High 
School,  and  Katherine  S. 
Leighton  recently  graduated  from 
Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
High  School. 

Recycle  old 
holiday  cards 

Old  holiday,  birthday  and  oth¬ 
er  types  of  greeting  cards  can  be 
donated  to  St.  Jude’s  Ranch  in 
Nevada,  where  the  children  living 
there  cut  them  up  and  paste  them 
onto  a  pre-printed  card  stock.  The 
youths  get  15  cents  per  usable 
card,  which  is  put  into  a  college 
or  other  fund  for  the  youth. 

St.  Jude’s  Ranch  for  Children 
is  a  non-profit  group  that  provides 
a  home  for  abused,  abandoned, 
neglected  and  other  “at  risk”  chil¬ 
dren. 

To  donate  cards,  drop  them  off 
at  the  Standard  5&10,  located  at 
3545  California  St.  in  the  Laurel 
Village  Shopping  Center. 

For  information,  call  751- 
5767. 


...  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS 


3rd  2 

Ave.  A\ 

■ 

id  Argi 
/e.  BN 

jello 

d. 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 

Parkinc 

in  Fron 

of  Store! 

•  152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 18 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  1 0  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  November* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

755  45th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,120 

$750,000 

794  38th  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,000 

760,000 

3933  Cabrillo  St. 

3 

1.00 

1,820 

820,000 

608  44th  Ave. 

4 

2.00 

1,795 

857,000 

711  17th  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,325 

858,000 

774  34th  Ave. 

4 

2.00 

2,329 

1,003,000 

542  47th  Ave. 

2 

1.25 

1,877 

1,050,000 

882  28th  Ave. 

5 

4.00 

3,275 

1,418,000 

594  10th  Ave. 

4 

3.00 

3,780 

1,650,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 
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Early  view  from  the  top 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

This  early  photograph,  taken  sometime  during  the  first  two  decades  of  the  20th  century,  was  taken  from  the  top  of  Lone  Mountain, 
looking  west.  To  the  right  the  Columbarium,  located  on  Lorraine  Court  between  Geary  Boulevard  and  Anza  Street,  is  visible.  In  the 
foreground,  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  is  the  Oddfellows  Cemetery,  which  was  removed  in  the  '30s.  Housing  and  the  Rossi  pool  and  play¬ 
ground  complex  was  located  on  part  of  the  former  cemetery  land.  Beyond  the  cemetery,  the  original  brick  structures  of  the  French 
Hospital  are  visible. 


The 

RICHMOND  REVIEW 

Featuring: 

is 

•  The  latest  issues  of  the 

Richmond  Review  and 

ONLINE! 

Sunset  Beacon  newspapers 

•  Political  Action  Center 

with  e-mail  links  to 
elected  representatives 

The  Richmond  Review  is  also  available  at: 

Anza  Branch  Library 

Richmond/Sen.  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library 

Presidio  Branch  Library 

RACK:  Clement/8th  Avenue 

RACK:  Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center  (Peet’s) 

RACK:  Balboa  Street/37th  Avenue 

RACK:  V.A.  Medical  Center,  Clement/42nd  Avenue 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

•  Links  to  neighborhood 
organizations 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 

•  Advertising  information 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 

Serving  the  Richmond  District  since  1988 
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Join  Us! 


We 

Serve! 


The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio 
Lions  Club  invite  you  to  join  us  for  lunch 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Lions  work  to  help  those  in  our  commu¬ 
nity  less  fortunate  than  ourselves  by  pro¬ 
viding  free  and  low-cost  eye  care  and 
more.  Lunch  is  at  the  Lincoln  Park 
Clubhouse,  our  “home”  at  34th  and 
Clement,  at  noon. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 

The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Call  John  Lee  today  a  Ah* 

for  a  free  consultation:  (41 5)  44/-d231 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

[  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 

As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 


UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate! 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  for  the  past  15  years! 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


December  Calendar 


1-10 

School  Choice  Deadline:  Students 
in  the  SF  Unified  School  District 
can  file  applications  at  their  kids’ 
schools  through  Friday,  Dec.  15,  or 
at  555  Franklin  St.  through  Dec. 

22. 

“Art  by  the  Lake:”  The  public 
can  enjoy  wine,  food,  art  exhibits 
and  a  holiday  shopping  boutique  at 
an  event  with  local  artists.  Lake 
Merced  at  999  Brotherhood  Way, 
Sunday,  Dec.  3,  free  admission. 

For  more  information,  call  406- 
1260. 

Winter  Holiday  Pottery  and 
Craft  Sale:  View  hundreds  of 
hand-crafted  ceramics,  jewelry, 
and  glass  artwork,  all  available  for 
purchase,  at  an  event  benefiting  the 
Sharon  Art  Studio,  Golden  Gate 
Park  next  to  the  Children’s 
Playground,  Sunday,  Dec.  3,  11 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  free  admission.  For 
more  information,  call  753-7005. 

Homeless  Outreach  Training: 

Westside  Neighbors  to  End 
Homelessness  will  give  a  presenta¬ 
tion/training  for  community  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  interested  in  volun¬ 
teering  to  outreach  the  homeless, 
conducted  by  Ben  Amyes  from 

5. F.  Homeless  Outreach  Services, 
Richmond  Area  Multi-Service 
Center  at  3655  Balboa  at  38th 
Avenue,  Monday,  Dec.  4,  7  p.m. 

Benefit  Jewelry  Sale:  The  UCSF 
Medical  Center’s  Hospital 
Auxiliary  will  donate  a  portion  of 
every  jewelry  sale  to  fund  ameni¬ 
ties  for  adult  and  child  patients. 
Medical  Sciences  Building  Lobby, 
513  Parnassus  Ave.,  Tuesday,  Dec. 

5  through  Thursday,  Dec.  7,  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  free  admission.  For 
more  information,  call  353-1366. 

Holiday  Shopping  Event: 

Holiday  gifts  from  an  assortment 
of  vendors  will  be  available,  with 
proceeds  supporting  arts  and 
events  at  UCSF,  UCSF  Millberry 
Union  Conference  Center,  500 
Parnassus  Ave.,  Wednesday,  Dec. 

6,  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and 
Thursday,  Dec.  7,  from  8  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  free  admission.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  353-1366. 

Local  Art  Exhibit:  Artwork  will 
be  featured  at  the  “Children’s 
Treasures”  exhibit,  a  juried  all  me¬ 
dia  show  on  display  at  San 
Francisco  Women  Artists  Gallery, 
3489  Sacramento  St.,  reception 
Thursday,  Dec.  14,  5:30  p.m.  to 
7:30  p.m.,  exhibit  on  display  from 
Wednesday,  Dec.  6  through 
Saturday,  Jan.  6,  gallery  hours  are 
Wednesdays  through  Saturdays, 
noon  to  5  p.m.,  free  admission.  For 
more  information,  call  440-7392. 

Swiss  Garden  Presentation  and 
Chocolate  Tasting:  Learn  about 
the  alpine  flora  and  landscapes  of 
the  Swiss  Alps  from  plant  experts, 
as  well  as  the  old  world  methods 
for  preparing  Swiss  chocolate,  San 
Francisco  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Ninth  Avenue  at  Lincoln 
Way,  Wednesday,  Dec.  6,  7  p.m.  to 
9  p.m.,  $15.  For  more  information 
or  to  pre-register  (required),  call 
661-1316,  ext.  354. 

Art  Exhibition  and  Benefit  Sale: 

An  art  auction  and  sale,  meet  the 
artists  and  enjoy  live  music  and  re¬ 
freshments,  proceeds  for  the 
Richmond  Senior  Center’s  art  pro¬ 
gram,  Golden  Gate  Senior 
Services,  Richmond  Senior  Center, 
6221  Geary  Blvd.,  Friday,  Dec.  8, 

5  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  free  admission. 

For  more  information,  call  752- 
6444. 

Tree  Lighting  Ceremony:  Ring  in 
the  holidays  by  watching  a  tradi¬ 
tional  tree  lighting  ceremony  at  the 
Presidio,  comer  of  Lincoln  Boule¬ 
vard  and  Funston  Avenue,  Friday, 
Dec.  8,  5:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  561-5500. 

Golden  Gate  Park  Restoration 
Project:  Volunteers  are  needed  to 
restore  Golden  Gate  Park’s  Oak 


Woodland  by  maintaining  trails, 
planting  native  scrubs,  weeding 
and  picking  up  garbage,  meet  in 
front  of  the  Conservatory  of 
Flowers,  JFK  Boulevard  in  Golden 
Gate  Park,  Saturday,  Dec.  9,  10 
a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  221-1137. 

Holiday  Wreath  Workshop: 

Learn  how  to  construct  a  one-of-a- 
kind  holiday  wreath  or  garland  us¬ 
ing  colorful  greens  and  foliage 
from  the  SF  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Ninth  Avenue  at  Lincoln 
Way,  Saturday,  Dec.  9,  10  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  $20  to  $40,  depending  on 
wreath  size.  For  more  information 
or  to  pre-register  (encouraged),  call 
661-1316,  ext.  354. 

Holiday  Crafts  Day:  Kids  and 
their  families  are  invited  to  learn 
how  to  make  unique,  handmade 
gifts  for  decorating  the  home  and 
giving  as  holiday  presents,  items 
include  beeswax  candles,  clay  can¬ 
dle  holders,  scented  soaps,  candy 
houses  and  more,  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way, 
Saturday,  Dec.  9,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m., 
craft  prices  vary  depending  on  ma¬ 
terials.  For  more  information,  call 
554-9600. 

Holiday  Craft  Show:  Browse 
through  the  original  works  created 
by  seniors  who  participated  in  art 
classes,  and  purchase  your  fa¬ 
vorites  for  yourself  or  the  special 
people  on  your  holiday  gift  list. 
Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center, 
6101  Fulton  St.,  Saturday,  Dec.  9, 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free  admission. 
For  more  information,  call  666- 
7015. 

Holiday  Concert:  The  SF  Bach 
Choir  performs  its  annual  holiday 
concert  “A  Candlelight 
Christmas,”  featuring  the  seasonal 
music  of  Praetorius,  Schutz, 
Hammerschmidt  and  others. 
Calvary  Presbyterian  Church, 
Fillmore  and  Jackson  streets, 
Saturday,  Dec.  9  at  8  p.m.,  and 
Sunday,  Dec.  10  at  4  p.m.,  advance 
tickets  are  $24-28  general  and  $15 
students,  tickets  at  the  door  are 
$30-$35  general  and  $20  students. 
For  more  information,  call  441- 
4942. 
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Fall  Jazz  Concert:  Saxophonist 
Charles  McNeal  will  perform  at 
the  Diego  Rivera  Theater  at  the 
City  College  of  San  Francisco’s 
Ocean  Campus.  Tuesday,  Dec.  12, 

8  p.m.  The  free  concert  is  part  of 
file  CCSF  Music  Department’s 
Concert  and  Lecture  Series. 

Winter  Craft  Class:  Youths  ages 
five  through  12  are  invited  to  make 
a  winter  craft  for  the  home  or  to 
give  as  a  gift,  Anza  Branch 
Library,  550  37th  Ave., 

Wednesday,  Dec.  13,  3  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information  or  to  make 
reservations,  call  355-5717. 

Holiday  Slide  Lecture:  Fine  Arts 
Museums  of  San  Francisco  docent 
Kay  Payne  presents  a  slide  lecture 
entitled  “Holidays:  Christmas, 
Chanukah  and  Other  Festive 
Celebrations,”  California  Palace  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor,  Gould 
Theater,  Thursday,  Dec.  14,  10 
a.m.,  free  after  admission.  For 
more  information,  call  750-3638. 

Teen  Movies  at  the  Library:  As 

part  of  the  ongoing  programs  and 
events  for  teenagers,  movies 
geared  for  teen  audiences  will  be 
shown,  Ortega  Branch  Library, 

3223  Ortega  St.,  Friday,  Dec.  15, 
3:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information  or  to  register, 
call  557-4277. 

Russian  Dance  Festival:  Enjoy 
dance  performances,  a  magic  pre¬ 
sentation  by  Vladimir  Kirikov,  arts 
and  craft  sale  of  jewelry  and  gifts, 
Russian  food,  and  flavored  vodkas 
and  beer,  Russian  Center  of  San 
Francisco,  2460  Sutter  St.. 

Saturday,  Dec.  16,  11:30  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.,  $8  general  admission. 


of  Events 

$5  students  and  seniors,  free  for 
children  under  10.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  921-7631. 

Astronomy  Night:  Learn  about 
the  motions  of  the  sun.  Earth  and 
stars  in  a  hands-on  demonstration 
of  the  mechanics  of  the  winter  sol¬ 
stice,  and  then  peek  through  tele¬ 
scopes  for  an  evening  of  stargazing 
led  by  San  Francisco  Amateur 
Astronomers,  Randall  Museum, 

199  Museum  Way,  Saturday,  Dec. 
16,  5:30  p.m.  to  10  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  554-9600. 

Holiday  Party:  The  Westside 
Green  Club  will  hold  its  holiday 
party  on  Sunday,  Dec.  17,  from  3 
p.m.  to  5  p.m.  at  1339  27th  Ave., 
bring  munchies  to  share,  free  and 
open  to  the  public.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation.  call  664-7754  or  e-mail 
ritagoldberger@  yahoo  .com. 

Rock  n’  Swap:  Participate  in  the 
record  collectors’  fair  that  gives 
self-sufficient  traders  the  chance  to 
showcase  their  collections  of  mem¬ 
orabilia  and  buy,  sell  or  trade  with 
other  collectors  and  “vinyl 
junkies,”  hosted  by  the  University 
of  San  Francisco’s  radio  station 
KUSF,  McLaren  Hall  on  the  USF 
Campus,  Sunday,  Dec.  17,  early 
bird  shopping  special  5:  30  a.m.  to 
10  a.m.,  public  entry  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.,  $15  early  bird  admission,  $3 
general  admission.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  386-5873. 

18-31 

Puppet  Show:  Children  of  all  ages 
are  welcome  to  a  performance  of 
‘“Twas  the  Night  Before 
Christmas,”  by  the  Walden 
Marionettes,  Presidio  Branch 
Library,  3150  Sacramento  St., 
Thursday,  Dec.  21,  10:30  a.m., 
free.  For  more  information  or  to 
make  a  reservation,  call  355-2880. 

Telephone  Equipment 
Presentation:  Watch  live  demon¬ 
strations  and  test  the  latest  tele¬ 
phone  models  for  people  with 
hearing  loss,  vision  loss  and  mobil¬ 
ity  and  memory  problems,  find  out 
if  you  qualify  for  a  free  phone  and 
pick  up  applications,  San 
Francisco  Senior  Center,  890 
Beach  St.,  Thursday,  Dec.  21,  1 
p.m.,  free  admission.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  775-1866. 

Collage  Crafts:  Sign  up  to  be  one 
of  the  20  participants  aged  5  and 
older  decorating  book  marks  and 
picture  frames  with  collage  materi¬ 
als,  Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St„  Wednesday,  Dec.  27.  3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information  or 
to  register  (requested),  call  355- 
5770. 
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Safety  begins 

The  holiday  season  is  a  time 
when  many  new  toys  and  prod¬ 
ucts  hit  the  market,  and  advertis¬ 
ers  gear  their  efforts  toward  chil¬ 
dren  and  parents  alike.  With 
lengthy  holiday  to-do  lists  and 
numerous  social  commitments, 
parents  are  often  forced  to  make 
quick  decisions  when  purchasing 
toys  and  gifts  for  their  children. 

When  it  comes  to  holiday 
safety,  our  highest  priority  should 
be  our  children.  That  is  why 
December  is  national  Safe  Toy 
and  Gift  Month. 

In  2000,  approximately 
191,000  children  in  the  United 
States  received  emergency  treat¬ 
ment  for  toy-related  injuries,  and 
of  these,  17  children  died.  Last 
year,  children  under  age  14  suf¬ 
fered  close  to  3,000  eye  injuries 
caused  by  toy  weapons,  BB  guns, 
slingshots  and  other  propelled 
toys.  Although  the  majority  of 
toys  are  safe  for  our  children, 
they  must  be  used  correctly  and 
not  fall  into  the  wrong  hands  to 
prevent  choking,  eye  injury,  oth¬ 
er  toy-related  accidents  and  even 
psychological  affects. 

Organizations  like  the  Safe 
Kids  Campaign  and  Prevent 
Blindness  America  provide  tips 
for  parents  when  choosing  age- 
appropriate  gifts  and  toys  for 
their  children. 

When  purchasing  a  toy,  con¬ 
sider  some  of  these  important 
safety  guidelines: 

•  Avoid  toys  with  small  re- 


at  home 

movable  parts,  which  can  pose  a 
choking  hazard  to  children  under 
age  three,  and  toys  with  sharp 
points  or  edges; 

•  Steer  clear  of  toys  that  pro¬ 
duce  loud  noises.  Toy  guns  and 
high-volume  portable  cassette 
recorders  can  permanently  impair 
a  child’s  sensitive  hearing; 

•  Propelled  toys,  such  as  darts 
or  pellet  guns,  can  cause  cuts  or 
serious  eye  injuries; 

•  Watch  out  for  toys  with 
strings,  straps  or  cords  longer 
than  seven  inches,  which  could 
wrap  around  a  child’s  neck; 

•  Electrical  toys  are  a  potential 
bum  hazard.  Avoid  toys  with  a 
heating  element,  batteries  or 
electrical  plugs  for  children  un¬ 
der  age  eight; 

•  Toys  painted  with  lead  paint 
can  be  dangerous.  Exposure  to 
lead  can  result  in  lead  poisoning, 
causing  serious  damage  to  a 
child’s  brain,  kidneys  and  ner¬ 
vous  system; 

•  Be  aware  of  packaging. 
Discard  cellophane,  styrofoam 
and  other  packing  materials  im¬ 
mediately  after  a  toy  is  un¬ 
wrapped; 

•  When  purchasing  bicycles, 
tricycles,  scooters,  skates,  skate¬ 
boards,  sleds  or  other  such  toys, 
always  remember  to  include  the 
proper  protective  gear,  such  as  a 
helmet,  knee  and  elbow  pads, 
and  wrist  guards; 

•  Finally,  always  pay  attention 
to  recommended  age  guidelines 


when  selecting  toys  for  children. 

Parents  should  also  look  for 
the  symbol  “ASTM  F963.”  This 
indicates  the  product  meets  na¬ 
tional  standards  set  by  the 
American  Society  for  Testing  and 
Materials.  Looking  for  the  sym¬ 
bol  is  extremely  important,  as 
there  have  already  been  a  number 
of  reports  of  stores  unintentional¬ 
ly  stocking  “knock-off”  toys, 
which  are  counterfeit  toys  made 
to  look  like  toys  from  responsible 
manufacturers.  Knock-off  toys 
have  not  been  inspected  and  are 
often  products  of  inferior  materi¬ 
als  and  shoddy  workmanship. 

Keep  an  eye  out  for  recalled 
products.  Large  toy  retailers  post 
regular  notices  of  recalled  toys, 
usually  at  the  front  of  the  store. 
Take  recalled  products  back  to 
the  store  where  they  were  pur¬ 
chased  to  get  a  full  refund.  For 
further  information  on  toy  and 
product  recalls,  visit  the  United 
States  Product  Safety 
Commission’s  Web  site  at 
www.cpsc.gov.  For  lists  of  cur¬ 
rent  toys  on  the  market  with 
identified  hazards,  visit 
www.toysafety.org. 

We  can  all  work  to  protect  our 
children’s  physical  well-being  by 
selecting  age-appropriate  toys 
and  carefully  monitoring  their 
use.  But,  we  should  also  do  our 
part  to  protect  our  children’s 
mental  well-being  during  the  hol¬ 
iday  season.  Most  toys  are  la¬ 
beled  with  recommended  age 
guidelines,  including  video 
games.  I  have  authored  two 
pieces  of  legislation  to  limit  our 
children’s  access  to  mature-rated 
video  games. 

One,  AB  1793,  chaptered  into 
law  in  2004,  requires  retailers  to 
display  signs  explaining  the 
video  game  ratings  system.  Also, 
AB  1179,  signed  into  law  by 
Gov.  Arnold  Schwarzenegger 


last  year,  prohibits  the  sale  of  ul¬ 
tra-violent  video  games  to  mi¬ 
nors.  These  bills  are  not  intended 
to  interfere  with  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights  or  punish  children  for 
playing  video  games.  They  are 
simply  to  protect  minors  from 
exposure  to  the  type  of  violence 
that  can  lead  to  aggressive  atti¬ 
tudes  or  behavior  later  in  life. 

With  so  much  on  our  minds 
during  the  holidays,  safety  rarely 
seems  to  be  a  top  priority. 
However,  hectic  schedules  and 
rushed  plans  are  precisely  why 
safety  should  be  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  during  the  holidays. 


There  are  many  things  we  can 
do  protect  and  improve  our  fami¬ 
lies’  safety  during  the  holiday 
season.  Do  not  leave  children 
unattended  with  their  new  toys. 
Make  sure  you  have  an  appropri¬ 
ate  car  seat  if  you  are  taking  your 
child  on  a  trip  and,  above  all, 
lead  by  example  and  practice 
holiday  safety  yourself. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  happy 
holiday  season. 

Leland  Yee  is  the  speaker  pro 
tempore  in  the  California 
Assembly  and  will  be  assuming 
a  post  in  the  California  Senate 
in  January. 


New  Burger  Shop 

in  the  Richmond 


Belly  Burgers 


5740  Geary  Blvd., 

(between  21st  &  22nd  Ave.) 

4  15-933-6232 


Burgers  are  grilled  to  juicy 
perfection  over  volcanic  rocks 


******** 


Over  18  items  you  can  add  to  build 
your  own  burger! 

GRAND  OPENING 

Bring  this  coupon  for 


$1  OFF 


any  burgers 
One  coupon  per  person.  Expires  1/29/2007 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


BOOKKEEPING 

Taxes,  Accounting,  Payroll: 

CTEC  certified,  bonded,  19  years 
experience.  Call  Sam  at  (415)  407- 
1816  or  e-mail 

sheila@comcast.net. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 

Home  Internet  Business:  Make 
money  online  working  at  home. 
Register  now  and  I’ll  show  you 
how.  www.DoDoWah.com  or  (415) 
564-5581. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Interior  Home  Refinishing: 

Kitchen  cabinets,  doors,  wainscot¬ 
ing,  trim  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

DOG  TRAINING 

SPCA  Certified  Trainer-Coun¬ 
selor:  APDT  Professional  member 
#5463.  Positive  training  for  obedi¬ 
ence  socialization,  behavior  prob¬ 
lems.  Evaluation/temperament 
testing  for  shyness,  fear  and  ag¬ 
gression.  Lessons  are  designed  to 
focus  on  your  needs,  and  the  spe¬ 
cific  issues  or  challenges  with  your 
dog.  Call  Joanie  Levin-Yarlick  at 
751-9941  orinlevi@k9chops.com. 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood  Fences 

-  Morrow  Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  information, 
call  (650)  994-6892. 

FURNITURE  REFINISHING 

Furniture  Stripped  and 
Refinished.  Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

HAULING/CLEANING 

Mike’s  Hauling  Service:  Free  esti¬ 
mate,  no  job  too  small.  Clean  up 
with  competent  work;  basements, 
garages  and  yards.  Call  Mike  at 
(415)  731-2145  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean-up 

basements,  attic,  garage,  cellar; 
junk,  trash,  garbage  and  appli¬ 
ances  removal.  Carpet  removal 
service  (nails,  staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (415)  225- 
4637  for  more  information. 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 
basements,  backyards,  lots; 


hauls/moves  appliances,  demoli¬ 
tion  cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years 
hauling.  No  job  too  small.  Free  es¬ 
timates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415)  665- 
8655.  Bruno’s  Hauling 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.com. 

HELP  WANTED 

Katherine  Delmar  Burke  School, 

a  400  student  independent  K-8 
girl’s  school  seeks  a  responsible  in¬ 
dividual  to  assist  with  traffic  and 
campus  security.  Hours  are  2  p.m. 
to  6  p.m.,  Monday  -  Friday. 
Morning  hours  also  available  from 
7:30  a.m.  to  9  a.m.  $15  -  $20/hour 
depending  on  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Tom  Dorman,  K.D.B.S., 
7070  California  St.,  S.F.,  94121  or 
e-mail  to  Tom@kdbs.org. 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT 

Sunny,  Small,  Street-Level  Space 

on  Geary;  near  22nd  Ave., 
$350/month.  For  more  information 
on  this  rare  rental  opportunity,  call 
Vance  at  387-7417. 

PERSONAL  DRIVER 

Appointments,  Meetings,  er¬ 
rands,  visits,  airport,  etc. 
Professional  gentleman.  Over  40 
years  skilled  driving  experience  in 
SF.  Trustworthy,  reliable,  always 
punctual.  Very  flexible  hours,  Class 
C  lisence-insured.  Very  reasonable 
rates:  $18/hour  (1  hour  min.) 
Destinations  outside  of  SF  slightly 
more.  Please  call  Dennis  at  (415) 
424-6100. 

PERSONALS 

Nee  On  Won:  April  12,  1916  to 
Nov.  3,  2006;  missed  by  his  wife, 
Elaine;  Son,  Thomas;  daughters  Til 
and  Delores.  Always  in  our  hearts, 
rest  in  peace.  Funeral  services 
were  held  Nov.  14  at  McAvoy 
O'Hara  Evergreen  Mortuary. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Patient  Teacher  with  25+  Years 
Experience;  B.M.  Degree;  M.T.A. 
member;  literature,  theory  and 
technique;  learn  the  classics,  pops 
and  old  favorites.  Family  and  se¬ 
nior  discounts.  Weekday  appoint¬ 
ments  available  from  4  p.m. 
Saturday  lessons  by  appointment. 
$22  half  hour.  Call  Ms.  Kofnovec  at 


664-8176. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to  Selling  a 
Home  booklet  includes  things  to 
know,  including  the  process  of  sub¬ 
mitting  or  receiving  offers,  accept¬ 
ing  an  offer  or  closing  the  transac¬ 
tion.  Call  (415)  753-8580  and  leave 
your  name  for  delivery. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Balanced  Living 
Therapeutic  Bodywork.  5954 
California  St.  (at  22nd  Ave.). 
Introductory  Session  $50.  Call 
Philip  Brown,  Certified  Rolfer,  at 
(415)  750-1885  or  e-mail: 

Rolferphilip  @  aol.com. 

SPACE  FOR  RENT 

Commercial  Space/Office  for 
Lease:  1475  9th  Ave.  (between 
Judah  and  Kirkham),  approx.  1,125 
sq.  ft.  near  U.C.  Medical  Center. 
Ground  floor  with  window  expo¬ 
sure,  term  negotiable.  Call  (415) 
661-0603  or  rent9thave1475@aol.com 
for  more  details. 

Rental  Space  Available  for  yoga 
and  other  types  of  classes,  work¬ 
shops,  seminars,  etc.  Remodeled 
classrooms.  Clean  and  reasonable 
rates.  3595  Taraval  St.  at  46th  Ave. 
Call  (415)  664-7373  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

TUTORING 

Math  Tutor:  Credentialed  math 
teacher  (M.A./M.S.)  with  lots  of  ex¬ 
perience  available  to  tutor  pre-al¬ 
gebra  through  calculus  and  com¬ 
puter  programming.  Personalized 
instruction  on-site.  Call  Marcia 
Perry:  (415)  661-5285;  e-mail 
MPerry167@hotmail.com. 
Experienced  Tutor:  Very  experi¬ 
enced,  mature  tutor;  many  local 
professional  references  MA  in 
child  development,  MA  in  teaching, 
currently  PhD  candidate.  Tutors 
ESL,  English  conversation  pronun¬ 
ciation,  reading  and  writing,  lan¬ 
guage  arts,  most  academic  sub¬ 
jects  except  advanced  math  and 
science.  Long-time  Richmond  resi¬ 
dent.  Eric  Mauer,  (415)  750-9264; 
e-mail:  mauer101@aol.com;  rea¬ 
sonable  rates. 


Send  us  your  classified  ad 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $20  per  month.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  by  the  20th  of 
the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 


Every  year,  Zephyr  sponsors  a  holiday  food  and  toy  drive  to  benefit  kids  and 
families  in  need  throughout  our  community.  This  year,  more  than  ever,  we  invite 
you  to  participate  by  bringing  unwrapped  new  toys  and  non-perishable  foods 
to  any  of  our  offices,  November  through  December.  Working  together  for  our 
community  is  a  wonderful  gift. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 
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(415)412-0559  john@johnkirkpatrick.com  www.johnkirkpatrick.com 


Top  Individual  Producer 

in  San  Francisco  s  Largest  Office 


John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 
Dedication  to  detail  and  hardwork  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 

Recent  Sales 


Sales  Price 

Date 

Bd/Ba/Pk 

Sq.Ft. 

$1,418,000 

11/1/06 

5/4/2 

3,275 

1,160,000 

10/25/06 

4/1 .5/1 

1,804 

1,650,000 

11/15/06 

4/3/1 

3,780 

1,000,000 

10/25/06 

3/2. 5/1 

2,040 

755,000 

10/31/06 

3/1 .75/2 

1,425 

750,000 

11/14/06 

2/1/1 

1,120 

875,000 

10/27/06 

2/1/1 

1,375 

1,003,000 

11/9/06 

4/2/3 

2,329 

1,050,000 

11/14/06 

2/1.25/2 

1,877 

760,000 

11/14/06 

3/1/0 

1,000 

Source:  SFMLS 


Address 

List  Price 

882  28th  Ave. 

$1,280,000 

711  22nd  Ave. 

1,195,000 

594  1 0th  Ave. 

1,550,000 

271  7th  Ave. 

1,088,000 

675  38th  Ave. 

775,000 

755  45th  Ave. 

799,000 

3835  Clement  St. 

795,000 

774  34th  Ave. 

965,000 

542  47th  Ave. 

1,050,000 

794  38th  Ave. 

699,000 

Imagine  a  neighborhood 
in  San  Francisco 
that  has  more  butterflies! 

Large  2  bedroom  apartments 
starting  at  $  1 799! 

For  a  limited  time.  Call  now! 


I  |  Discover  a  neighborhood 

1^  Is  1^^  1°*  #r~|  with  spectacular  lake  and 

d  I  I  |  I  I  ocean  views  and  large 

living  spaces.  One,  two. 

Tower  and  garden  apartments  for  rent  in  and  three  bedroom 

apartment  homes  are 

San  Francisco  just  steps  from  the  Muni.  now  available. 

877-849-5186  www.parkmerced.com 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

$7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  tees  of  $16 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


ceanview  Dental 
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We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

No w  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
pariials  or  dentures?  You  won’t  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 
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♦  Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 

♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


Invisalign 

‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  12/31/06 


NEW  PATIENT  SPECIAL 
I  $  1  00  OFFfirst  procedure 

|  (fillings  and  crowns  only) 

|  Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Valid  with 
coupon  only.  Expires  12/31/06 
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I  FREE  Professional 

Take-home  Jeeth 
Whitening 

with  paid-in-full  by  your  insurance  for 
I  exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

|  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com¬ 
bined.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  12/31/06^ 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121  (415)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


NEWII!  -Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 
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Balboa  St. 


Cabrillo  St. 


Fulton  St. 


GG  Park 


